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Cut your wood faster, too 


... with the Super 33 power saw 


You'll be surprised at how easy and fast you can 
cut your own wood with a McCulloch power saw. 
At today’s prices, just a few loads of firewood 
will pay for it. 

This powerful Super 33 model weighs only 22 
pounds. Pound for pound, dollar for dollar, it’s 
the world’s fastest-cutting gasoline-powered saw! 


McCulloch Company of Canada, Ltd. 
861 Lansdowne St., 
Peterborough, Ont. 


McCulloch saws also cut pulpwood and sawlogs, 
clear land, maintain trees and do heavy con- 
struction cutting. They’re priced from $292 up. 


Please send free illustrated literature on your 
gasoline-powered chain saws. 
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Phone 135 


Editorial 


When we read that industry is mov- 
ing to British Columbia we are grati- 
fied because industry means a higher 
living standard. When we read that 
wages are rising and the work week 
dropping we cheer because in the end 
we all benefit. Then when this in- 
creased pay and shorter hours en- 
ables B.C. residents each year to 
spend more for vacations we are 
equally pleased. Butthe combination 
of more industries, more people, and 
more leisure is causing concern to 
those connected with our Provincial 
Parks. 

Park attendance in B.C. is in- 
creasing phenomenally. In 1948 Pro- 
vincial parks attracted 113, 000 visi- 
tors; in1955 attendance was 1,560,000, 
or an increase of fourteen times. In- 
cluding another 290,218 who visited 
B.C.’s National Parks, total park 
attendance in 1955 was 1,850,000. 
For 1956 the total will easily top 
2,250,000. If attendance increases 
at the same rate in the future as in 
the past, by 1960 B.C. parks will host 
an astronomical 9, 000, 000 visitors. 

Currently B.C. has about 7 acres 
of Park land for each resident, a 
figure that ranks high with the North 
American average, but two factors, 
increasing industrialization and in- 
creasing population, are cutting into 
this land at arate faster than any- 
where else on the Continent. 

In the next 20 years population is 
expected to double, thus halving the 
the per capita park acreage. And even 
more serious,in the past year indust - 
rialization has taken huge bites from 
park lands. On Vancouver Island the 
damming of Buttle Lake will flood 
many acres of Strathcona Park and 
in the Interior the damming of the 
Nechako greatly encroached on the 
acreage of Tweedsmuir Park, North 
America’s most beautiful mountain, 
lake, and river wilderness. The park 
lost about a third of its land, or an 
area equivalent to the combined acre- 
age of Yoho, Kootenay, Glaciar, and 
Mt. Revelstoke parks. To put it a- 
nother way,the land lost would make 
up two parks the size of Mt. Gari- 
baldi. Ata time when British Colum- 
bia residents are visiting their parks 
in unprecedented numbers this loss 
is serious. 

Once it was thought that a wilder- 
ness park miles from habitation was 
of little value to the public, but times 
change. The increased mobility of 
B.C. residents, (car registrations 
have doubled in eight years) plus the 
continuously expanding network of 
first class highways have made even 
the most remote areas only two days 
from main population centers. Escape 
is the theme of the Twentieth Century , 
and soaring sales of camping equip- 


ment indicate concretely that more 
and more people are turning to nature 
for this escape. But if the current 
trend continues, our park area will 
grow smaller and smaller and be 
visited by more andmore. The result 
is obvious. 

Required isa bold, imaginative plan 
that would immediately double current 
park area, and quadruple the current 
skimpy Park’s budget of less than 
$1,000,000. There are a hundred 
areas in B.C. ideal for parks. The 
areatraversed by the Stewart-Cassi- 


ar road, the coast range in the vicinity 
of Chilko Lake, the Stuart Lake re- 
gion north of Vanderhoof, just to 
mention a few. 

The time to act is now, when these 
new parks could be brought into being 
with little more than a stroke of the 
pen. Let us not wait until it is too 
late. Plan for the future now. And 
let us protect our current park area. 
Before decreasing any park lands, 
ensure that new areas are set aside 
as replacement. 
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Prince George, 
BG. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest 


Couldn’t resista laugh at the mag- 
nitude of gullible credence given to an 
interior postmaster’s ‘tall story’ idyll 
regarding amysterious unknown race 
of whosits in the Harrison Lake area 
of B.C. First read of this phenomena 
in Eastern Canada and only recently 
was told how the tale was concocted 
in the mind of an interior postmaster 
as a means of bringing some life to 
an otherwise lifeless town. A letter 
to a newspaper seems to have been 
the cause of it all. 

Surely you people haven’t been 
‘taken in’ as was the Readers Digest 
onthat intelligence story some issues 
ago? 

H. Jackson 


## Of course we weren’t ‘taken in’ 
by the story but when we See one of 
the hairy fellows we’ll let you know. 


Box 1632, 
Fresno 1, Calif. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest 


Apparently my name ison your sub- 
scription list in two places as I re- 
ceived two copies of the last issue. 
Although I always like to receive two 


for one, I do not like to deprive any- 
one of the joy there is in reading the 
Northwest Digest and I shall be happy 
with just one copy. 

We had a most enjoyable trip this 
summer to Manson Crossing and Ger - 
manson Lake following your suggest - 
ion when we dropped by to see you 
last August. 

While reading the article, ‘‘ Around 
The Towns’’, I could not help being 
thrilled with the mention of George 
Ogston and Bill Hodgson, two very 
fine gentlemen whom I had the pleas- 
ure of meeting while on the trip. 

We are looking forward to another 
visit to British Columbia next year. 

Sincerely, 
Al Brown. 


## Thanks Al. Glad that you like 
B.C. and that you are returning. 
Tourism is rapidly becoming a major 
industry in B.C. and the best method 
of advertising is a satisfied tourist. 


The House of Seagram Ltd. 
Montreal. 


Editor 
Northwest Digest 


Sir: I would appreciate an oppor- 
tunity to express certain important 
facts concerning the House of Sea- 
gram in order to correct the mis- 
understanding and false impressions 
created by recent newspaper pub- 
licity. 

Perhaps exaggerated because of a 


mistaken idea of the extent of the price 
increase announced by my company, 
which has since been corrected by 
government authorities, this publicity 
did not clearly indicate the reasons 
why the increase is necessary. 

Since 1939, our Canadian cost of 
bottles has risen 54 per cent, grain 
191 per cent, barrels 430 per cent, 
labor 400 per cent, warehouses 533 
per cent - and other materials and 
services to similar proportions. 
Since 1939, our wholesale selling 
prices to Canadian Liquor Boards 
have increased onthe average by close 
to 10 per cent. In all Canadian man- 
ufacturing industries, in this period, 
the wholesale index has gone up 125 
per cent. 

Obviously, it is the increased vol- 
ume of sales to export markets, which 
today account for over 50 per cent of 
the output of our Canadian plants, that 
has enabled us to delay until now the 
price increase that was surely inevit- 
able under the prevailing inflationary 
conditions. 

The repeated inference that Sea- 
gram should not need a price increase 
in the light of its published sales and 
profits gives us a welcome opportunity 
to state little-known facts about our 
company which we cannot normally 
publicize without appearing boastful . 

Of the 125 million gallons of whisk- 
ies of all types sold throughout the 
world last year, over 100 million 
(about 85 per cent) were consumed in 
the United States. Entering that vast 
market in 1934, Seagram has won a 
commanding lead in sales and has an 
investment in that country running into 
hundreds of millions - in 16 plants 
and the greatest inventory of whiskies 
in the world. 

With such world-famous names as 
Captain Morgan, Myers and others, 
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CALL BY 
NUMBER 


FOR FASTER LONG DISTANCE SERVICE 


Long Distance service is often twice as fast when you call 


by NUMBER. By giving the operator the out-of-town 
NUMBER—instead of just the name and address—you 
won’t have to wait while she gets the number from 
“Information” in the town or city you’re calling. 
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We Specialize In Trucks 


LANDROVER ******** HILLMAN CARS 
COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE 
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TEL. 285 ~ 859 
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The main street of Barkverville in the late 1890’s. This is how the famous mining center 


looked when the author lived there. The cattle are probably being taken to a local 
butcher for conversion to steaks. Note the rain barrel in the foreground and St. Saviors 
Church in the background. The now virtually deserted mining center has changed little 


since the photo was taken. 


Provincial Archives Photo 


Barkerville Memories 


by 
W. M. BOSS 


Mi = Fae d D ibceerectieas ’ : —_ 

The Sheepshead Mine on Williams Creek just downstream 
from Barkerville. The miners were rough and ready but 
honest and always contributed generously to a worthy cause. 


Barkerville, the historic gold min- 
ing town at the terminus of the Old 
Cariboo Trail is my birthplace and I 
still cherish happy scenes of my 
childhood spent there. 

AsIremember, Barkerville in win- 
tertime was a veritable Santa Claus 
land - with its houses half covered 
with snow and fringed with long icicles 
glistening like diamonds in the sun- 
light. From each and every tin stove 
pipe there was an aroma of newly 
baked bread and sizzling baked beans , 
and there arose a column of wood 
smoke - straight to the blue sky, an 
omen of cold weather. The long white 
slopes of nearby mountains were 
studded with young Christmas trees 
which cast blue shadows across the 
*‘Gulch’’. It was a land of bright red 
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In 1774 the Queen Charlotte Islands 
almost became a Spanish colony. In 
that year, Ensign Juan Perez was 
commissioned by the Spanish Govern- 
ment to search for the Northwest 
Passage. On July 18 of that year he 
sighted land off the coast of B.C. but 
mistakenly thought that it was the 
northern tip of Vancouver Island. 
Many other early day adventuresome 
explorers passed these fascinating 
Islands, but the credit for actual dis- 
covery goes to Captain Dixon. A full 
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by 
FRANK HOWARD 


thirteen years after Perez first sight- 
ed them, Captain Dixon took possess- 
ion of the Queen Charlottes in the 
name of King Georgethe Third. Dixon 
named the Islands after the Queen 
Consort of George the Third. Queen 
Charlotte was reputed to have been a 
very entrancing and beautiful woman. 
If so, thenthis “Honolulu of the North” 
was appropriately named. 

The Queen Charlotte Island group 
forms aslightly curved triangle, with 
the tipof the triangle being the south- 
ernmost part and pointing out into the 


Pacific Ocean. They are about five 
hundred miles north of Vancouver and 
about sixty miles out into the Pacific 
from Prince Rupert. They are about 
one hundred and seventy-five miles 
long by some sixty miles wide. 

They may be regarded as a partly 
submerged mountain chain being a 
continuation of the Vancouver Island 
mountain ranges. Quite character- 
istic of the Queen Charlottes are the 
many inlets and fiords, some straight , 
some curved, some straight walled 
and hemmed in, many of them gloomy 
and overcast. One of these inlets, 
Skidegate, cuts across the group and 
divides it into two main Islands. The 
northernmost and larger of the two 
being called Graham, while the south- 
ern one is Moresby. Besides these 
two, of course, there are many other 
smaller islands ranging in size from 
one about twelve miles in length to 
ones which are nothing more than 
reefs, visible only at low tide. 

The scenery is diversified and in- 
teresting, often quite beautiful. Along 
the coast the combination of rugged 
mountains, steep wooded slopes and 
blue, islet-dotted waters, almost de- 
fies description. The grandeur of the 
mountains is accenturated by the fact 
that most of them start at sea level 
and seem to leap upwards into the 
clouds. 

If there is a‘‘Forest Primeval’’ in 
Canada, the Queen Charlotte Islands 
may well lay claim to it. The forest 
is everywhere, dense and dominating . 
The untouched growth of centuries 
meets the gaze from allangles. There 
is a tremendous expanse of forest- 
clad valley, mountain, and plain. 
Hemlock, cedar and the world famous 
Sitka Spruce are the predominate 
types of trees to be found. The giant 
Sitka Spruce grows to eight and ten 
foot diameters and towers three hun- 
dred feet into the air. 

So much for the geography and 
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From SENSE AND NONESENSE by Eric Patrick Nicol, 


OK 
ERIC PATRICK 


NICOL 


Only a cad would deny that Christ- 
mas is one time of the year when you 
really look forward to going home, 
sitting once more in your favourite 
chair before the roaring fireplace, 
Opening your Christmas presents with 
a corkscrew, getting your hands on 
some of the pies like Mother used to 
make, and on some of the girls like 
Father .... well, anyhow, having a 
good time generally. 

And I think we must allreadily agree 
that there’s nothing more fun than as- 
sembling all the relatives for Christ- 
mas dinner - unless it’s breaking a 
leg. Especially when it’s your family’s 
turn to feed the whole tribe. The last 
time your relatives came over for 


Copyright 1947 THE RYERSON PRESS Continued on Page 30 
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Kitimat as it looked last year. 


of the white man would bring great changes and they were right. 


— 
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In 1876 the Shamans at the Indian village predicted that the coming 


C.N.R. photo 


itimat Prior To 1876 


GORDON ROBINSON from Kitimat Northern Sentinel 


Life in old Kitamaat prior to 1876 
may be described quite briefly - en- 
tirely satisfying. Satisfying, that is, 
when viewed through the eyes of the 
inhabitants at that time. Wants were 
few and there was an abundance of 
materials, readily available in season 
to satisfy people’s needs for housing , 
clothing, food and an easy means of 
transport. 

A socialorder, the so-called ‘‘pot- 
latch’? system, which touched every 
phase of life and completely suited to 
thetimes, wasin vogue. This system 
emphasized social position secured 
by the acquisition, then distribution 
to every person in the neighbourhood , 
of material wealth - large amounts of 
material wealth. The object was not 
only to ‘‘do as the Jones’ do’’ but com- 
pletely outdo them in the business of 
giving away wealth so that one’s social 
position might be maintained, or im - 
proved. The ‘‘potlatch’’ system re- 
quired so much material that family 
groups or clans were forced to work 
as a unit to produce or gather the 
desired material wealth. The most 
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desirable material, as far as the 
Haisla were concerned, was oolachan 
oil or grease, because it could be 
traded or bartered to other Indian 
tribes. The production of grease en- 
tailed months of concerted work by 
both men and women. The women 
made the funnel shaped nets used for 
fishing oolachans from which the oil 
was extracted. Making thenets began 
with the picking of stinging nettles, 
the ales then separating the fibre 
from the bark, spinning the fibre into 
twine, then finally came the laborious 
and intricate knitting of the net. A 
well made net was 24 feet wide at its 
mouth, tapering to two feet at the 
small end. It was 54 feet long, took 
three months to knit and, with care 
lasted ten years. A poorly knitted net 
was worthless. 

While the women were busy making 
the nets the men were just as busy 
building canoes for fishing and for 
general transportation. First a suit- 
able cedar tree had to be selected-a 
process which sometimes took days, 
for the tree had to be absolutely sound. 


(About 90 percent of cedar trees inthis 
area are either decayed or cracked in 
the centre. ) The cedar was then felled 
using an adze with a stone head; a 
large tree could be felled in about 
threedays. A canoe was usually thirty 
to thirty-five feet long and the log was 
cut to this length by burning off the 
ends. Fires were then built on the 
log to hollow it out. The fires were 
controlled by using damp sand. A 
skilful man needed to do little more 
than remove the charcoal from his 
canoe; if he was not skilful the log 
often burned completely. After hol- 
lowing out, the canoe was shaped by 
partially filling with water, then im- 
mersing hot rocks in the water until 
it boiled and thoroughly steamed the 
canoe. The sides could then be pushed 
out to the proper width and shape. 
Seats were attached; then the canoe 
was ready for use. The owner of a 
canoe was just as proud of it as the 
present day owner of a yacht. 

A highlight of the year was the annual 
trip to Giltoyees Inlet or Foch Lagoon 
forthe purpose of picking berries for 
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A bevy of Prince George girls dance a spirited can-can as that city welcomes the P.G.E. 
train commemorating the opening of the North Vancouver-Squamish link. 
is no beauty in the Interior? ? 


say there 


Did someone 


Photo courtesy The Vancouver Province. 


round The Towns 


The P.G.E. inaugural run com- 
memorating the opening of the Squa- 
mish-North Vancouver extension is 
now a memory, but like Tennyson’s 
‘‘brook’’, the effects will go on for- 
ever. Apart from obvious consider - 
ations of speeded-up freight and pas- 
senger service, one additional bene- 
fit has been largely overlooked. This 
was the continent wide publicity gained 
for the Interior by the new link. The 
three Vancouver dailies ran special 
suppliments covering the Interior, 
radio and T. V. stations carried fea- 
ture stories, and dozens of press re- 
presentatives from Eastern Canada 
and the United States covered the 
event. For the Interior to buy this 
publicity would have cost easily a half 
million dollars, and even thencover- 


ARTHUR DOWNS 


age wouldn’t have been socomplete. 

Many centers took advantage ofthis 
comprehensive press coverage to 
publicize their communities. While 
Prince George won honors for having 
the largest celebration, Williams 
Lake gained the distinction of stageing 
the most original. In fact this village 
on the fringe of the Chilcotin some 
325 miles north of Vancouver «is ac- 
quiring a reputation for its publicity 
ideas. Its annual stampede is the 
Interior’s most famous, its Grey Cup 
parade entry in Vancouver last year 
was a scene stealer, and certainly 
its P.G.E. welcome will long be re- 
membered by all. 

The ‘welcome’ started withthe train 
being stopped by a masked posse as 
it entered the village and Premier 


Bennett, Ralph Chetwynd, and Einar 
Gunderson promptly arrested, hustled 
aboard a genuine stage coach and 
driven to the station. Then they were 
mounted on a specially constructed 
gallows and accused of ‘disturbing 
the peace in our once quiet town, 
cluttering up our railway tracks with 
trains and engines, also making it 
unsafe for cows or cowboys to sleep 
on the right-of-way’. 

They were found guilty as charged. 
Then the sheriff objected to thetrio’s 
hats and after pardoning them for their 
crimes presented each with a genuine 
Western headpiece. Premier Bennett 
tossed his staid, black Fedora into 
the crown and was photographed sur- 
rounded by a grinning group of girls 
from the ‘‘Rat Trap’’ saloon. Another 


PAGE 11 


Premier A.C. Bennett, hat, and dancing girl from the “Rat Trap" 
at Williams Lake as the cattle and lumbering center staged a freshly original 
welcome for the P.G.E. inaugural run. 


From the Peace River to the 
Lower Mainland and from the 
Pacific to the Rockies, new 
industry gives new opportunity 
to more people. 


Power and _ skilled labour, 
coupled. with abundant natural 
resources including oil and 
natural gas are developing a 
potential beyond the dreams 


of even a decade ago. 


Our full contribution as 
idividuals to BRITISH 
COLUMBIA'S great today and 
still greater tomorrow must 


include the determination to 


Photo courtesy Vancouver Province. 


big hit proved to. be three ‘‘wanted’’ 
posters on display. 

Premier Bennett’s read ‘‘Wanted 
--half alive or half dead. Reward for 
either half, 5,000,000 Socred dolars 
(17 1/2 cents Canadian). Then under 
a picture of the Premier was printed 
in large, letters ‘‘Whispering AC(E) 
Bennett--wanted by three states for 
failing to acknowledge their authority. 
The state of Progressive Confusion, 
Deane ‘‘expose em’’ Finlayson, shur- 
uff; the state of Liberal Promises, 
Art, ‘‘never say die’’ Laing, shuruff; 
the state of C.C.IFFERS, Bob ‘‘So- 
ciable’’ Strachan, shuruff. 

Mr. Gunderson’s read: Wanted by 
sundown--reward, one mounted head 
of rare Socred cow. ‘‘Run Again’’ 
Gunderson for conduct contrary to the 
Cariboo way in making a business pay , 
making the P.G.E. run on time, not 
equipping trains with bar rooms. 
Caution! Keep the women off the 
streets. We’re told this man’s an 
expert with figures. 

Mr. Chetwynd’s poster read‘‘Wanted 
--with or without hat. Reward--2 
passes to 1928 Stampede. Apprehend 
this man with caution--don’t get in his 
hair. Curly “‘Please Go Easy”’ Chet - 
wynd. This manis wanted in six com- 
munities for breach of the slow and 
easy way of Cariboo life by bringing 
us a railway, gambling with hats in- 
stead of honest cards, rustling Socred 
cows’’. 


NEVER BEFORE IN THE HISTORY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA HAVE SO MANY PEOPLE 


BEEN PRIVILEGED TO CO-OPERATE TO SUCH MUTUAL GOOD AND ADVANTAGE. 


THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
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MOUNIK XT 


BUY B.C. PRODUCTS eaten OF Tate ANG RUSHES 


BUILD B.C. PAYROLLS 


PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS 


VICTORIA, B.C. 
. Sturgess, Hon, Ralph Chetwynd, 
Minister Minister 
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Oscillating Truck Frames 
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LOG FORK6 & TONGS 
BULLDOZER 


or 


@ ANGLE DOZER 


VANCOUVER 


62 West 4th Avenue 
EM. 2177 


Altogether the shennanigans went 
on for two hours and then the train 
chuffed northward, leaving behind a 
thoroughly satisfied crowd of over 
2, 000. 

At Quesnel the welcome was more 
conventional, although the 3, 000 who 
gathered on the station platform were 
equally enthusiastic. Although as one 
old-time citizen observed, ‘after 
waiting here 18 hours anyone would 
be glad to see the damn thing! This 
reference, of course, was to the slide 
that delayed the trains between Squa- 
mish and North Vancouver. However 
while Quesnel’s welcome was more 
staid than that at Williams Lake, one 
unrehearsed event proved that Ques- 
nel can be as unconventional as their 
southern neighbours. 

Shortly after the first train arrived 
the Quesnel contingent accompaning 
the train from Vancouver were seen 
struggling to remove a bulky object 
from the coach. ‘‘It’s the last spike’’ 
someone said. ‘‘They brought it home 
as a souvenir.’’ This remark caused 
some to wonder just why six men were 
struggling with one little spike, but 
just then they succeeded in their task 
and the answer was obvious. Not only 
had they brought home the last spike 
aS a memento, they had also brought 
the tie into which the spike had been 
driven. 


And sitting on the tie, tryingto look 


as dignified as possible while tossing 
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Performance ... Dependability .. . 
ALLIS-CHALMERS Model HD-II1 


HD-11B CRAWLER TRACTOR 


© Rondote Tractor 


& EQUIPMENT CO. LTD. 


plums, not plaudits, to the crowd was 
A.V. Fraser, Chairman of the Board 
of Commissioners, the Corporation 
of the Village of Quesnel. 

At Prince George one of the largest 


PRINCE GEORGE 


Phone 
406 


crowds in the city’s history gathered 
to welcome the contingent. Celebra- 
tions lasted officially until one o’clock 
in the morning and unofficially all 
night. Even staid government officials 


JUDGING BY BRUIN'S CONCENTRATED LOOK HE IS UNDOUBTEDLY WONDERING WHETHER HE 
SHOULD FOLLOW THE GEESE SOUTH OR, ATLERNATLY, DINE ON ONE OF THEM FOR LUNCH, NOT 
BEING A BEAR WE CAN'T HELP HIM DECIDE, HOWEVER IF YOU-ARE LOOKING FOR A DISTINCTIVE 
AND DIFFERENT CHRISTMAS PRESENT, WE CAN HELP YOU. JUST TURN TO PAGE 20. INCIDENT- 
ALLY THE PHOTO WASN'T STAGED, IT WAS TAKEN ON THE JASPER HIGHWAY WHEN THE BEAR 
AMBLED OVFR FOR A CLOSER LOOK AT THE COMPANY CAR, 
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RUSTON & HORNSBY 
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TERRATRAC ANGLE DOZER 
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PEERLESS TRAILER 


EQUIPMENT 


LORAIN 


Shovels, Cranes, Backhoes, Logload- 
ers, Rubber and Crawler Mounted. 


WASHINGTON IRON 
WORKS 


Logging Equipment, Diesel Engines, 
Pulp and Plywood Presses. 


TERRATRAC 
Crawler Loaders, Dozers, Forklifts, 


Hoes. 


PETTIBONE-MULLIKEN 
CORP. 


Pettibone ‘‘Wood”’ Mix-in-Place 
Road Building Equipment, Graders, 
Loaders, Road Rollers. 


RUSTON & HORNSBY LTD. 


Diesel Engines, Mine Locomotives, 
Power Plants, Gas Turbines. 


PEERLESS 


Logging and General Purpose Trail- 
ers. 


UNIVERSAL 


Crushing Screening, Washing and 
Blacktop Plants. 


LONDON CONCRETE 
MACHINERY CO. LTD. 


Pumps, Concrete Mixers, and Hoists. 


TROJAN 


Rubber-Tired Front End _ Loaders, 
Four Wheel Drive, Torque Converter. 


JUNKERS 


Free Piston Diesel Compressors. 


NUBREX 

Greasing Equipment, Guns, Nipples, 
Hoses and Containers. 
KRONENBURG 


Portable Fire Engines, Fire Fighting 
Equipment. 


PHONE, WIRE OR WRITE TO 


1134 HOWE STREET 


VANCOUVER 1, B.C. 


literally entered into the spirit of the 
occasion by permitting the city’s li- 
quor store to remain open an addition- 
al eight hours. The two highlights of 
the welcome were a street dance 
attended by over 5,000 and a group of 
dancers featuring local girls. The 
girls danced a splendid Can-Canon a 
replica of the famous 90 foot bar that 
was once a feature in South Fort 
George’s hotel when that center was 
at its peaksome 40 yearsago. Appar- 
antly the Can-Can has lost none of its 
popularity because the girls were re- 
peatedly called for encores. 

Next day the Honorable Ray Willis- 
ton picked up a shovel and this also 
cheered Prince George citizens. He 
turned the first sodto start construct- 
ion of a $1,500,000 Provincial Build- 
ing. The building is sorely required 
because the present Provincial Build- 
ing long ago lost the fight to keep pace 
with the city’s remarkable growth. 

According to last summer’s census 
Prince George has the distinction of 
being one of Canada’s fastest growing 
cities. The current census. puts 
population at 10,395 as against 4,700 
five years ago, for an increase of 
over 100 per cent. However the re- 
sults of the nose count left Prince 
George civic officials raging. Far 
too low, they claim. Even the most 
conservative estimates local popula- 
tion at 12,500 and if this is correct 
during the next five years the city will 
lose £150, 000 in Provincial grants. 
One consolation residents have is that 
this census is more accurate than the 
one preceding, when almost 35 per 
cent of residents were overlooked. 

Another consolation is that despite 
the census the city continues to mush- 
room. Up tolast August city building 
permits had passed $4,000,000, up 
almost 50% from last year. By year 
end the total is expected to reach 
$6,000,000, with additional millions 
being spent in the immediate vicinity 
of the city. 

For instance roughly $4, 000, 000 
is being expended to re-route the Car- 
iboo Highway to by-pass the downtown 
area and relieve conjestion on the 
Fraser and Nechako river bridges. 
As part of the express way a million 
dollar high level bridge is being built 
across the Nechako and a $1,500,000 
span across the Fraser. With luck it 
is hoped that the project will be com- 
pleted next October. The Fraser river 
Span will cross downstream from 
South Fort George, and the Nechako 
bridge will cross in the vicinity of the 
original townsite of Central Fort 
George. From the latter bridge 
motorists will be able to see one of 
Prince George’s newest industries, 
the plant of Caribou Brewing Company 
Ltd. 

The brewery is scheduled to go into 
operation shortly after the new year 
and will provide about 35 new jobs. 


It will also require thousands of bu- 
shels of malting barley, and of inter- 
est to district farmers was anaddress 
to the Prince George Rotary Club by 
Eugene K. Karek, manager of the 
brewery, who stated that the Prince 
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A familiar landmark on the Cariboo Highway is 
Alexandria, some 30 miles south of Quesnel. 
and is the oldest building on the Cariboo Road. 
before the Cariboo Road was built past it. 


George district can grow the finest 
malting barley in Canada. He also 
told the Clubthat Prince George water 
is ideal for brewing beer, and at the 
same time he enlightened members 
e product that will be produced 
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The house was built about 1858 
In fact it was seven years old 
Northwest Digest photo 
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commercially in the Interior for the 
first time since the Barkerville gold 
rush. 

The main difference between beer 
and ale, Mr. Karek said, is that they 
are fermented by different types of 
yeast, giving each its unique flavor . 
At the same time he denied that beer 
is fattening. The trouble is, he said, 
that beer, like other alcoholic drinks , 
sharpens the appetite, and the extra 
poundage comes not from the drink 
but from extra food eaten to pacify 
the artificially induced appetite. 

Besides the brewery, another ra- 
pidly developing industry is Prince 
George concrete Products. The firm 
was Started by Art and Ken Lawrence, 
and specializes in concrete building 
blocks which are becoming increas- 
ingly popular throughout the Interior. 
Last fall the brothers added a $30, - 
000 automatic concrete block maker 
to their plant which will quadruple 
production from the current 125 
bricks an hour. Next year they are 
adding a steam curing room to re- 
duce curing time for the blocks from 
28 days to 12 hours. 

One recent development expected 
to attract both major and minor in- 
dustries is the B.C. Power Com- 
mission’s purchase of the city-owned 
power system. The first benefit was 
an average 40% reduction in the cost 
of power. The next benefit will be 
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FEW BOY SCOUT 
GUESTS OF CANADA 
at the 1955 Jamboree had a 
chance to see the great dams 
and smelters that make Canada 


a world supplier of aluminum. 

But some did see a Canadian 
use of the light metal: outdoor 
cooking with aluminum foil. 
One Canadian troop showed 
how they used this handy mat- 
erial for doing potatoes, steaks 
and other foods over the camp- 
fire; how they kept food fresh in 
summer heat by protecting it 
with aluminum. If this mission- 
ary work carries the idea back 
to distant lands, Canada may 
have to turn out still more alu- 
minum foil—even though last 
year her output, if laid in a 
12-inch strip, would reach 
382,000 miles. 


ALUMINUM COMPANY OF 
CANADA, LTD. (ALCAN) 
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Certificate 


In the Bella Coola valley logging is the main prop of local economy and camps 


in the area have enviable safety records. 


Proof of this is the above picture. 


J. M. Clarke, of the Workmen’s Compensation Board presents Bill Wainwright, 
Bella Coola superintendent for Northern Pulpwoods Ltd., a Safety Performance 
award. The W.C.B. sponsors six month competitions and present the award 


to the camp with the best safety record during that time. 


even more important -- the city will 
soon have surplus power to offer in- 
dustry. Work is underway ona $2, - 
500,000 powerhouse that will ulti- 
mately be able to supply 80, 000 h. p. 
of energy. The first units of the new 
system will turn over next spring with 
an initial output of 16,000 h.p., about 
double current production. Prince 
George now has all the requirements 
for a pulp mill. It has timber, it has 
transportation, it is getting power. 
This combination, as radio commen- 
tator John Fisher observed, makes it 
‘‘the city that can’t miss’’. 

One local resident making a name 
for himself is Ben Ginter. A few 
years ago he formed a construction 
company and has progressed to the 
point where he recently was awarded 
competative contracts worth $3,000, - 
000 in the space of a few days. His 


Cliff Kopas Photo 


firm has built many miles of B.C.’s 
new highways and several sections on 
the P.G. E. northward extension. He 
and another Interior contractor, Ray 
Skoglund of Terrace, are thetwo fast- 
est growing earth moving firms north 
of Vancouver. 

From all indications the two firms 
will continue expanding because next 
year shows promise of setting new 
records for roadbuilding. As a start 
the Government has announced that 
bids will be called for three, 30 mile 
sections of the ill-famed Stewart- 
Cassiar road. This time, construct- 
ion will be on a competative basis, 
rather than being a political plum. 

Another road in the news lately is 
the Kitimat-Terrace highway. Kiti- 
mat residents aren’t satisfied with 
progress on the link, and the 3, 000 
car owners in the Alcan center find 


EATON’S OF CANADA 


41T PAYS TO SHOP AT EATON’S 
THROUGH THE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUES 
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VANCOUVER EQUIPMENT 
Corporation Limited 
285 East First Ave. EMerald 8821 


Vancouver 10, B.C. 


their driving limited to 18 miles of 
road. However, recently Minister of 
Highways Gaglardi visited the area 
and promised that the $4,000, 000 
road would be completed next fall. It 
will be built to modern standards and 
blacktopped, and if it isn’t completed 
as promised there will probably be a 
howlthat if not heard around the world 
will be clearly heard in Victoria. 

One feature of the Kitimat highway 
is that it will greatly boost tourist 
travel throughout Central B.C., with 
the Cariboo Highway and Highway 16 
in particular benefiting. As the Kiti- 
mat Northern Sentinel points out, Kiti- 
mat has hadreams of world wide pub- 
licity and a flood of visitors will invade 
the area as soonas conditions permit. 
However, warns the editorial, there 
is a shortage of accommodation for 
tourists in Kitimat and the area needs 
to plan now to increase its motel 
accommodation. 

‘‘We can’t,’’ the editorial goes on, 
‘‘simply push the tourist in the face 
and say come back some other year, 
we’re busy now. Tourism is a valu- 
able trade and tourists have long 
memories of good or bad treatment 
and they have a way of broadcasting 
their experiences far and wide. They 
can help or hurt the town they visit 
with the account of the treatment 
accorded them there. ’’ 

There are several other Interior 
communities that could well heed this 
warning. Last year tourist revenue 
in B.C. is expected to reach $100, - 
000, 000, over twice that of the fish- 
eries, yet there is a short-sighted 
lack of interest in many communities 
about the tourist. Actually only four 
communities in the Central and North- 
ern Interior cater to the tourist. 
Prince Rupert has an excellent tourist 
information bureau and museum, 
Prince George and Kamloops have 
tourist information centers and Clin- 
ton has its excellent museum. But 
elsewhere thereisnothing. Terrace, 
Smithers, Burns Lake, Quesnel, Wil- 
liams Lake, and other areas don’t 
seem to care if the tourist comes or 
not. 


MOVE LOGS IN A HURRY! »: 


Speeds to 25 M.P.H. with 
Tournapu!]! front 90° 
maneuverability on big 


24.00 x 25 tractor type 

wheel °.. 
Ms Arch design eliminates 
drive cross axle — logs load 


into the machine. 


4 wheel air brakes with = 
Electrotarder holds big- yf 
gest loads on 30%, grade. 
2 speed winch has fast 
out power on Quick 
Release. AND POWER — 
260 HP with 8 speed 
transmission. 


Quesnel and Williams Lake espe- 


cially require tourist information 
centers. Travelon the Cariboo High- 
way this year is up 50 per cent, some 
1,200 - 1,400 vehicles a day were 
checked on the highway, and much of 
this istourist traffic. Inthe Kamloops 
district tourists spent an estimated 
$2,000,000 last year. This is the 
equivalent of an industry that employs 
about 400 on a permanent basis. It 
is well worth cultivating. 

Tourism, like everything else, must 
be sold. The experience of the Okan- 
agan - Cariboo Trail Association 
proves this. This organization was 
formed by a group of businessmen 
interested. in promoting travel in the 
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Okanagan and Cariboo. They have 
been very successful. Summer tourist 
travel on Highway 97 has increased 
from 172,635 in 1948 to 421,655 in 
1955, and by 1960 the Association 
believes the area will attract a mil- 
lion visitors. 

One northwest city well aware of 
the value of tourism is Whitehorse. 
Historical and other points of interest 
in the area are marked for the con- 
venience of visitors, there is an in- 
formation bureau, and an excellent 
museum that attracts some 1,500 
visitors a month during the summer. 
Proof that courtesy pays comes from 
one Company that arranges Yukon 
tours. This year business was up 


“Light Cruiser” 


A BETTER BOOT STYLED 
FOR LONG LIFE AND DURA- 
BILITY. GUARANTEED TO 
HOLD CAULKS, 
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Holm Crait Arts 


MANUFACTUERS OF 
PLAQUES AND FIGURENES 
WHOLESALE NORTHERN 
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VANCOUVER 6, B. C. 


H. SIEMENS 


HOPE, B.C. 
| GRUEN - CADMAN - SIEMENS WATCHES 
| JEWELRY DIAMOND RINGS { 


MARK <aites 
jsouccem™ MIO TORS 
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TIRES GAS OIL ACCESSORIES 

The SHELL Station at LYTTON, B.C. 


MODERN CABINS 
DINING ROOM COFFEE BAR 


STANDARD SERVICE STATION 


Siska, B.C. 165 miles from Vancouver 


CLINTON HOTEL, 
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Beef from the Nazko and Chilcotin 
fall cattle sale. 
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WESTERN RATTAN FURNITURE 


PII 


MODERN * LIGHT * DURABLE 
CATALOGUE ON REQUEST 


CHRISTMAS DELIVERY POSSIBLE 
Box 528 Port Coquitlam, B.C. 


Shaw Springs Resort 


MODERN ACCOMMODATION 
DINING ROOM -- COFFEE BAR 


It is a pleasure to serve you, —, 


BILL AND LEAH SHAW is, 
SHAW SPRINGS, B.C. 
Mile 188, Trans-Canada Highwa 


. 
Clinton Motors Ltd. 
( Bruce McTavish) 
General Motors Products - Fully Modern Garage 
Wrecker Service - Home Oil Products 


CLINTON, BRITISH COLUMBIA 


100 Mile House Garage 
Herb Auld’s Esso Service 


100 MILE HOUSE, 8.C. 


am Imperial Oil Dealer * 
: “» INTERNATIONAL DEALER / 


on-their way to Quesnel for the Annuat 
Marty's Photo Studio 


Minister of Agriculture Ralph Chetwynd 
officially opened the October 23rd sale. 
Northwest Digest Photo 
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Youngest cattleman was six month old 


Bob Phillips shown with his mother 
Betty. Bob’s father, Pan, drove 200 
head from his ranch north of Anahim 
Lake. The 175 mile drive took 18 days 
and Bob came the entire distance in 
the chuckwagon. Mrs. Phillips drove 
the team and their other two children, 
Willie, 15, and Dianne, ll, rode horses. 
From the picture you can't tell us that 
ranching doesn't agree with a guy. 
Quesnel Advertiser Photo 


120 per cent, with many customers 
so satisfied that they either keep re- 
turning themselves or else send their 
friends. 

Should the P.G.E. ever be extended 
Whitehorse could easily become a 
major tourist center. The city would 
be just over two days journey from 
Vancouver bythe P.G.E.’s new Diesel 
ears and since about half of the dis- 
tance would be up the Rocky Mountain 
trench, the route would be one of North 
America’s most scenic. 

Cost of extending the P.G.E. north 
to Alaska has been estimated at $ 220, - 
000, 000, a figure that in these days 
of high finance doesn’t seem too form - 
idable. The northward extension would 
branch from the present P.G.E. line 
at Fort McLeod on the Hart Highway , 
follow the Rocky Mountain trench to 
Lower Post, Watson Lake, Dawson, 
and cross the Alaska border at Eagle. 
Branch lines would be built from Ross 
River to Whitehorse, from Ware to 
Fort Nelson, and from Lower Post to 
the asbestos center of Cassiar. 

If the Federal Government were 
genuinely interested in northern de- 
velopment it could easily underwrite 
the extension and charge it to defense. 
If war started the first requirement 
would be an efficient supply line to 
Alaska and Northern Canada. Con- 
structing the railway now would be a 
sound investment, not only from a 
defence standpoint, but also from an 
investment in the nation. If our future 
is tied up in the north, as politicians 
sitting warm and snug in Ottawa are 
always assuring us, then surely those 
same politicians have sufficient faith 
in Canada to back the railway. But 
this is wishful thinking. The Liberals 
have proven to be avery conservative 
government. Out West they wait for 
private industry to move in, and then 
and only then, will theyact. Although 
at times they are still reluctant. Kit- 
imat, for instance, hasn’t yet been 
supplied with a Post Office large 
enough to effectively handle mail in 
the community. And Dawson Creek, 
B.C.’s largest village, is only now 
getting a Federal Building. It took 
Civic officials more years than they 
care to remember to convince Ottawa 
that a Federal Building was anecess- 
ity for the mushrooming center. 

Actually the village should start tub 
thumping for a second Federal Build- 
ing because if current growthis main- 
tained one will soon be required. The 
1951 Census gave Dawson Creek a 
population of 3,589. Last summer’s 
census revealed that this had more 
than doubled to 7,407. In Dawson 
Creek this year construction per cap- 
ita is. easily B.C.’s highest. For the 
first nine months of 1956 construction 
permits were nearing $5,000,000. 
This is higher than 1953 construction 
in New Westminster with five times 
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Did you know that when the Northwest Digest first appeared on the news 
stands in 1945 there was no Hart Highway, no P.G.E. connection with Prince 
George, no Kitimat, no industries in the Interior, no pavement north of Cache 
Creek, and virtuaily no interest in the Interior. The population of Prince George, 
Quesnel, Dawson Creek, and other communities was about one sixth of present 
totals, and trapping, farming, and mining were the means of livelihood. 


To most Vancouver and southern B.C. residents the Interior was a region 
not worthy of attention. They considered it a barren area, with little in the way 
of resources and no apparent future. To correct this fallacy was the main rea- 
son for the appearance of the Northwest Digest. The magazine has been pub- 
lished continuously for 12 years and its pages are a record of the Interior’s 
phenominal growth. 


For instance during the past 12 years enough material on Central, Northern, 
and Coastal B.C. and the Yukon has appeared in the magazine to fill 24 books. Or 
to put it another way, if an average reader started reading back issues it would 
take him two weeks, reading eight hours a day, to finish them all. 


The Northwest Digest doesn’t rely on sex, smut, or sensationalism to gain 
readership but believes that the best way to attract readers is to deserve them. 
Interesting articles, interestingly written about the people, places, towns, and 


. 
industries of the Interior are its bill of fare. No other magazine publishes as . 
much material about Interior B.C., and on many newstands throughout Central 
B.C. the ‘Digest’ outsells all other Canadian magazines. + 


Each issue of the magazine contains up to 18, 000 factual words about the 
Interior. In a year this is equivalent to two full size books that bought at the 
store would cost about $9.00. Under our Christmas Gift Subscription plan, this 
material is yours for as little as $1. 50 


Besides their economy, Northwest Digest Christmas Gift subscriptions pay 
dividends in other ways. They help us to continue publishing the magazine and 
they help publicize Interior B.C. They broaden your own knowledge of your 
homeland, and a gift subscription isn’t a present that is forgotten the day after 
Christmas. Six times a year it renews its welcome, six times a year it arrives 
as a fresh reminder to your friends of your Christmas wishes. 


Northwest Digest Christmas Gift Subscriptions are easy to give. Just fill 
in the order form below and mailto us. We will send the first issue so that it 
arrives at its destination at Christmas with an attractive gift card. 


Address 
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or = Sign gift card from 1 
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KEPT WOMAN 


“And when that millionaire 
kissed you, did you find something 
electric pass between you?" asked 
the chorus girl. 

“You bet,’’ answered the other 
chorine. ‘‘I slipped the light bill in 
his pocket!’’ 


Bus driver: “No smoking, Mac.” 

Passenger: “I’m not smoking.” 

Bus driver: “You’ve got your 
pipe in your mouth.” 

Passenger: “I’ve got my shoes 
on, too, but I’m not walking.” 


The very old belief that a whale 


spouts watcr iS a misconception Af- 
ter it makes a dive, the whale comes 
to the surface of the water, and it ex- 
hales through his nasal openings in 
top of his head. This column of warm, 
moist air immediately condenses to 
water vapor upon contact with the 
surrounding cool atmosphere 

Fishes, as well as ships, use the Suez 
Canal. They travel back and forth 


between the Red Sea and the east- 


The fastest game fish is the sailfish 


It has been clocked taking out 100 
yards of line in three seconds, nearly 
70 miles per hour. They can do 60 
m.p.h. with regularity. The slowest 
clocked is the bluegill at somewhere 


around 14 miles per hour 


In swimming downstream, a fish 
must swim faster than the current or 
be suffocated by water entering its 


gills and re maining stationary 


ern Mediterranean 


a 


+ + + 


An irate visitor darted angrily 
up to the beekeeper and com- 
plained: “One of your bees stung 
me and I want you to do some- 
thing about it.” 

The beekeeper answered sooth- 
ingly: “Sure, lady, you just show 
me which one it was and Ill pun- 
ish him.” 

a + + 

A motorist driving from coast to 
coast stopped in a small village 
for lunch. 

“Nice little town you have 
here,’ he told the waitress, “but 
tell me, why does everyone in 
town have a black tongue?” 

“Oh, a big smashup last night— 
a truckload of tar hit a truckload 
of whisky,” she explained. 


2 GENERAL TOURIST INFORMATION SUCH AS closing days orT 
schedules, border crossing regulations and hours of service, 


other data. 
s INFORMATION ON DOZENS OF B.C.’s LAKES AND RIVERS and complete route information. 


HIGHWAYS. 
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A man decided to turn a new 
leaf so he went home whistling, 
kissed his wife and children, then 
proceeded to shave and clean up 
for dinner. When the meal was 
over he sang as he cleared the 
table and then to the amazement 
of his wife insisted on doing the 
dishes all by himself. 

When he had cleaned up the 
kitchen he went into the living 
room and found his wife in tears. 

“Why, what’s the matter dear?” 
he asked. 

“Everything’s gone wrong to- 
day,” she wailed. “The clothesline 
broke and the washing fell down 
in the dirt, the twins got in a 
fight at school and came home 
with black eyes. Mary fell down 
and tore her dress and to cap the 
climax, here you come home so 
drunk you don’t know what you- 
‘re doing!” 


BETTER WEAPON 

A little girl had been partic- 
ularly naughty all day and her 
exasperated mother finally sent 
her out in the back yard to get a 
switch off the peach tree. 

Considerable time elapsed and 
the child didn’t return, so the 
mother called out the door for the 
child to come into the house at 
once, and “‘bring that switch with 
you.” 

The youngster, her lips puck- 
ered and quivering, meekly ap- 
peared with her hands behind her 
back. ‘‘Well?” the mother said. 

“I couldn’t weach the peach 
tree,” the child said, and then, 
holding out one hand, added, “but 
here’s a wock you can frow at 


me. 


+ + + 
Tommy cat: “I would die for 
you.” 
Mommy cat: “How many 
times?” 


+ + + 
Drunk (lying on sidewalk) : “I'll 
climb this wall if it takes me all 
night.” 
+ + + : 
A $20,000 limousine shot past 
a battered old car on a country 
road. The driver leaned out and 
hollered: “Hey, Rube! What's 
making that awful racket in that 
chariot of yours?” 
"I reckon,’ answered the owner 
of the wreck, “it must be the’ 
$19,500 in my pocket!” 


A MILE BY MILE WRITE UP OF ALL MAIN B.C. AND YUKON 


Information on camp-sites, side-roads, interesting 
places, historical sites--in all over 50, 000 descriptive words. 


A A THREE COLOR 22 x 26" FOLD OUT MAP OF B,C, , SHOWING MAIM HIGHWAYS 
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etail establishments, ferry 
anda _ treasure chest of 


WELL, IT’S THIS WAY 


THE IDEAL HUSBAND EXISTS ONLY IN THE IMAGINATION OF THE WOMAN WHO NEVER HAD ONE, 
CONSOLATION TO A FAT MAN--YOU ALWAYS KNOW WHERE YOUR CIGAR ASHES WILL LAND, 
OWING MONEY MAKES SOME PEOPLE LOOSE THEIR MEMORY, 
MIDDLE AGE IS WHEN YOU START EATING WHAT IS GOOD FOR YOU INSTEAD OF WHAT YOU WANT. 
AS MANY A HOUSEWIFE KNOWS, SOFT SOAP IS 90 % LYE, 

A GIRDLE--SOMETHING THAT KEEPS FIGURES FROM TELLING THE TRUTH, 


WHILE CLIMBING THE LADDER OF SUCCESS FEW MEN SEE THE SPLINTERS, BUT THEY FEEL THEM WHEN 


SLIDING DOWN, 


USELESS INFORMATION 


While the old saying ‘‘as busy as a 
beaver’’ has been worn as thin as the 
ham ina cafe sandwich, itremains an 
appropriate term to describe a busy 
person. When one of the little fellows 
goes out wood-cutting, he doesn’t stop 
for many coffee breaks. In one night 
a beaver can cut down a tree six 
inches in diameter and 30 feet high. 
Then he can gnaw thetree in six-foot 
lengths and drag the sections 50 feet 
to the water. 

If you are ever troubled with a 
mooing cow and can’t sleep, a simple 
remedy is to rub soap over the cow’s 
mouth. They are so fond of the soap 
that they concentrate on licking it off 
their chops and forget all their noc- 
turnalserenade. And since cows can’t 
read the advertisements, they have 
no preference for one brand over 
another. 

Of some consolation to the henpecked 
husband is the fact that bachelors are 
more likely to commit suicide than 
he is. On the other hand the hen- 
pecked husband is more likely to 
commit murder than the carefree 
bachelor. Could there be a reason? 

Niagara Fallshas the highest volume 
of water flowing over it of any falls 
onthe Americancontinent. And Cana- 
ada also holds the record for having 
the falls with the second highest vol- 
ume of flow. These are the Grand Falls 
on the Hamilton River. Probably 
Canada’s highest waterfall occurs on 
the Hunlen River some 45 air miles 
south east of Bella Coola. No exact 
measurement of the height has yet 
been made but the water cascades well 
over 1,300 feet on its journey from 
Turner Lake to the Atnarko River. 

While the people of Canada and the 
United States are generally credited 
with being the most happy and con- 
tented on earth, they are accepting 
the honors under false pretences. 
Sociologists and others in a position 
to know say that Sweden leads the rest 
of the civilized nations in having a 
contented population. 

Among those appreciating the value 
of advertising are male birds. In fact 
the reason that they sing is to let 
other males knowthat they have staked 
out a claim on that particular area 
and consider it private property. Of 
course the fact that the Singing also 
has the incidental value of attracting 
female birds probably doesn’t enter 
the male’s head. Or does it? 


LIFESAVER DEPARTMENT 


* Before leaving on a trip, have your 


brakes, lights, tires 


and 


steering 


wheel checked at your service station 


or garage. 


© Drive only when you feel rested and 


free of worry. 


¢ On long trips. make frequent stops 
to stretch your muscles and drink cof- 
fee or some other non-alcoholic stim- 


ulant. 


© Take it easy, allow yourself plenty of 
time to get to your destination, keep 
within posted speed limits, but don’t 


hog the road. 


* Do not insist on doing all the driving 
whenever another licenced driver can 
spéll you at the wheel for a while. 

© Stay at least 150 feet behind the car 
ahead and do not pass in curves and 
at intersections, then make sure you 


have plenty of time. 


* Do unto other drivers as you wish 


they would do unto you. 


“WHERE is the man who doesn’t like to sce happy, 
smiling faces around him when things go -wrong? 


“You'll find him on any golf course.” 


Most people know the value of money. 


hold of it that’s hard. 


VISITOR: “And what are you goine 
you get as big as your mother, little eirl?” 

Litde Girl: “Dict.” 

CHAPLAIN: “How could you have 


swindle people who trusted you?” 


Its getting 


to do when 


the 


heart 


to 


PRISONER: “But parson, people who don’t trust 


vou can’t be swindled.” 


OUT ON A LIMB 


By Stumpy McCulloch 


“Ever had an accident?” a city 
feller asked Ol’ Hannibal the other 
day. 

“Nope.” 

“Never had an accident in your 
life?” 

“Nope. A rattler bit me once, 
though.” 

“Well, don’t you call that an 
accident?” 

“Nope,” Ol’ Hannibal said. “He 
bit me on purpose!” 

* * * 


As most fellers already know, the 
market for pulpwood is growin’ 
every year, as the demand for news- 
papers, magazines, books cartons 
and wrappings grows. In fact, the 
average man in this country needs, 
directly or indirectly, about 350 
pounds of paper and paper-board a 
year. And that means there’s more 
reasons for tree farmers — like my 
neighbor Silas —to grow pulpwood. 


a ¢ ° 


Less than 50 years ago, I was 
tellin’ Silas the other day, the pulp- 
wood mills used only a few kinds 
of wood —sech as spruce, poplar 
and maple. But today they need ten 
times as much pulp, and haye many 
new uses for their products, so the 
list of woods now includes ash, 
basswood, beach, birch, cherry, elm, 
gum, hemlock, hickory, maple, pine, 
poplar, sycamore — in fact, almost 
any kind! Of course, no single mill 
uses every kind of wood — so it’s 
best to check your local mills for 
their requirements! 

* 4 * 

What's more, the pulp mills ac- 
cept smaller trees than the lumber 
mills do—and this means a tree 
farmer, by careful selection of his 
trees, can find a market for his 
whole crop! And he won't lose as 
much wood when he cuts the defects 
out of his logs, either — because 
pulp mills generally use five-foot 
logs, as opposed to the twelve- or 
sixteen-foot lengths required for 
lumber. In many cases, pulpwood 
pays better than other cash crops a 
farmer grows. 

x - 

The future for pulpwood looks 
bright, the experts say. They list 
four main reasons for this fact: ]) 
Better protection of our woodlands 
from fire and grazing. 2) Extension 
of roads into isolated sections, and 
better trucks and other equipment 
that reduce the labor requirements, 
3) Better cutting techniques — 
leaving a good growing stock of 
young lumber after each cut. 4) 
Better use of wood by the mills — 
which are always lookin’ for ways to 
use those trees that are plentiful but 
in little demand for sawmill use. 

* 

“Howdy,” I said to Absent- 
Minded Abe the other day. “I hear 
your wife has had twins. Are they 
boys or girls?” : 

“Well, as I recall, one is a boy 
and one is a girl,” Abe said, “but 
it may be the other way around!” 

* * * 
So long, folks. See you soon! 
7 + * 
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AROUND THE TOWNS 
Continued from Page 19 


the population. 

Proof of Dawson Creek’s recent 
growth was the fall fair which posted 
a record attendance of nearly 10,000. 
Honorable Kenneth Kiernan, then Min- 
ister of Agriculture, opened the fair 
and predicted that the village could 
easily become the fair center for the 
entire Peace River country. As in 
former years, major attractions 
proved to be the displays of agricul- 
tural and garden produce that has 
made the Peace River country famous. 
Already officials are planning for next 
year and they are confident they can 


MAPLE LEAF HOTEL x 


JACK AND BENNY ABBOTT 
YOUR GENIAL HOSTS 


ALL MODERN CONVEIIIENCES ¥ 
"IN THE HEART OF THE CARIBOO" 


PHONE 25 WILLIAMS LAKE, B.C, 
WM'S LAKE MACHINE SHOP 


COMPLETE MACHINE sHOP 
SERVICE AND WELDING 

AGENTS FOR JOHN DEERE IMP. 

Phone 34-R-3 Williams Lake 
FRED DOWNS, PROPRIETER 


ara MEN‘S WEAR 
2 “EVERYTHING (i 


FOR THE MEN , 
Home of “STETSON” Hats ~ 


WILLIAMS LAKE, B.C. 


MACKENZIES LTD. 


WHOLESALE AND RETAIL MERCHANTS 
GROCERIES, HARDWARE, SPORTING GOODS, EXPLOSIVES, AND ACCESSORIES 


LADIES WEAR, DRYGOODS. MEN'S WEAR 
Su op l 


i Wir, ivaies 


. cere 


Mack trucks, with the famous bulldog emblem, and Jack Ritson’s pedigreed 
bulldog are both well known in the Central Interior so at the South Cariboo 
Lumberman’s exhibition at Williams Lake it was natural for the two to meet. 
With Jack are his wife, Dorothy and, lower left, Wally Brunt, and right, Ted 


Price, sales representatives of Mack trucks. 
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oint for the great Chilcotin 
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surpass this year’srecord. An added 
feature will probably be pari-mutuel 
betting. This alone will guarantee 
extensive crowds. 

Farther north up the Alaska High- 
way, the north Peace River village of 
Fort St. John is also experiencing 
rapid development. The millions of 
dollars being spent on oil and gas 
exploration, the millions being spent 
onnatural gas, and the millions being 
spent on the P.G.E. extension have 
created an upheaval in the former 
frontier trading post. Entire new sub- 
divisions are appearing, a $117, 000 
sewer and water system is nearing 
completion, and the downtown busi- 
ness area is broadly expanding. The 
latest addition is a $400,000 hotel, 
and a $500,000 face lifting being pro- 
vided by the Provincial Government . 
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WILLIAMS LAKE, B.C, 


Included in this latter plan are two 
miles of street paving, one and a half 
miles of storm sewer, and four miles 
of curbs and gutters. The develop- 
ment is dramatic evidence that the 
Peace River no longer relies exclu- 
sively on agriculture. 

Another community that recently 
proved it has branched from an agri- 
cultural economy is Williams Lake. 
For years the mainstay of the town 
was ranching, but this has now been 
sub-planted by lumbering, a multi- 
million dollar industry. Last autumn 
the South Cariboo Lumberman’s 
Association staged a lumbering exhi- 
bition and there was almost three 
quarters of a million dollars worth 
of equipment on display. Most of 
this was from Vancouver, in fact 
Vancouver equipment dealers have 
finally awakened to the fact that there 
is a large Interior market for their 
products. 

For instance at the Williams Lake 
Exhibition some of the larger contri- 
butors were Mack Trucks with $54, - 
000 worth of equipment; Gardner Die- 
sel with $14,000; Finning Tractor 
$50, 000; Simpson-Maxwell $36, 000; 
Westcoast Equipment $36,000; Art 
McArdle and Rendell Tractor $16,000; 
Perrey Equipment and Cummins 
Diesel $15, 000; Bingham Equipment 
$70,000; White Motor Company $36, - 
000; Cariboo Truck and Equipment 
$19,000; and Galbraith and Sulley 
$22, 000. 

Many of the above companies have 
inrecent years established full bran- 
ches inthe Interior. In Prince George 
alone there are branches from Fin- 
ning Tractor, B.C. Equipment, Ren- 
dell Tractor, Dietrich-Collins, Simp- 
son-Maxwell, Mack Trucks, and sey- 
eral others. These Companies are 
becoming increasingly aware of Cen- 
tral and Northern Interior B.C.’s 
vast potential but here they are be- 
hind the times. 

Any old timer could have told them 


KITIMAT PRIOR TO 1876 
Continued from Page 10 


winter use. These inlets are about 
twenty miles down Douglas Channel 
and the salmon berries and huckle- 
berries grew there by the acres and 
tons. The berries usually ripened 
during that two week period of sun- 
shiny weather in September which was 
also the mountain goat hunting season. 
Groups of families would camp to- 
gether and while the women picked 
berries the men would be up on the 
mountains hunting goat. Berries were 
preserved by drying or by processing 
into a thick jam. Goat meat was bar- 
becued, then smoked and packed into 
air-tight containers. In the evenings 
everyone gathered around a large 
central fire and there was feasting , 
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this 50 years ago. As young men 
most of them came north because they 
saw a bright future for the Interior. 
Events have proven them right. The 
only thing is that they had to wait half 
a century for progress tocatch them. 

THE END 


Singing, dancing and a merry old 
time. When sufficient berries and 
meat had been preserved everyone 
returned to the village, where there 
was more merrymaking to celebrate 
the harvest. 

Salmon was such a major item in 
the diet that two fish traps were built 
on the Kitamaat River. These traps 
were built of spruce roots attached to 
piling driven into theriverbed. They 
captured huge quantities of salmon by 
completely blocking the river. The 
salmon caught were smoked for winter 
use. 

Some clothes were made from the 
hides of animals, the wool of mountain 
goat, or the bark of red cedar. The 
best clothes were made from the inner 
bark - the cambium layer - of yellow 
cedar. During late spring women 
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would climb Kwa-Kwa-Na-Las-Dums 
(Yellow Cedar Mountain) which is that 
small mountain between Moore and 
Anderson Creeks. They would strip 
the bark off the yellow cedar trees, 
tie the long strips of bark into bundles 
and then steep the bundles in one of 
the sloughs on the mud flats for about 
amonth. The useful inner bark was 
then easily separated from the rough 
outer bark, which was discarded. The 
inner bark was then beaten into a soft 
woolly mass which was carded, spun 
into clothing as warm as any woollen 
clothes of today. 

Life changed quite abruptly after 
1876, for during that year amannamed 
Wahux-gumalayoo, later baptized 
Charles Amos, went to Victoria by 
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canoe ona trading trip. He heard the 
preachings of Rev. Wm. Pollard and 
was converted toChristianity. Char- 
les Amos returned to Kitamaat with 
a Bible to convert the rest of the 
people, but the village shamans and 
secret society members recognized 
the new way of life as described by 
Amos as a threat to the social order 
of that time, and they resisted Amos 
and his few followers by persecution. 
However, Charles Amos would not be 
intimidated and in time his following 
grew to include practically all the 
villagers. The old shamans had been 
correct, however. Christianity and 
civilization did change the social or- 
der so drastically that the old, almost 
carefree days were no more. 

THE END 


QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS 
Continued from Page 8 


topography of the Islands. The hist- 
ory and potentiality of the Charlottes 
is the fascinating part. 

Immediately after the discovery of 
the Queen Charlottes many traders 
and explorers visited them, mostlyto 
carry on a brisk fur trade with the 
Indians, the famous Haidas. Accord- 
ing to Captain Vancouver’s notes, 
upwards of twenty ships were engaged 
in this enterprise. Because of lack 
of planning though, the fur bearing 
animals were soon wiped out of ex- 
istance and the fur trade dropped off 
to nothing. 

Gold fever hit the Islands in the 
1850’s. The Haida Indians prompted 
the gold rush by bringing pieces of 
the precious metal to Victoria. Men 
with the gold craze surged to the 
Charlottes, under the sponsorship of 
the Hudson’s Bay Co. After much 
bartering, trading, and warring with 
the Indians they finally wrested some 
$2,500.00 worth of gold from the 
rock bound shores. The lust for gold 
was dampened when the vein petered 
out. But goldminers and prospectors 
don’t give up easily for the following 
year almost two hundred and fifty men 
poured into the Queen Charlottes look- 
ing for the Mother Lode. Disappoint- 
ment met them with an empty hand 
and they returned to Victoria,saddened 
and disallusioned. 

The Charlottes were given another 
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259 McLean Street 


IWTERMATIONAL 
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opportunity for development in 1862 
when copper was discovered. Then, 
a mining engineer by the name of 
Francis Poole moved to the Islands 
with less than adozen miners. Poole 
and his men lived on the Islands for 
about twenty months, digging and 
quarrying for copper. During the last 
few months of their stay the miners 
became more interested in fratern- 
izing with the Haidas than they did 
with searching for minerals. After a 
year and a half of battling the ele- 
ments, the Indians,and his own men 
Poole gave up andreturned to Victor- 
ia. This stage of the attempted de- 
velopment of the Queen Charlottes 
ended with what is probably the great- 
est canoe trip that the Pacific Coast 
has ever known. Poole arranged for 
an Indian Chief, Kitguen, to take him 
back to Victoria in an open Haida war 
canoe. The enormity of such a trip 
is staggering. In those days each 
Indian Tribe was at war with each 
other, and would attack at the slightest 
provocation. This Haida canoe must 
have been fair game for every tribe 
of Indians from Victoria to Prince 
Rupert. 

This trip of Poole’s must have taken 
him across the turbulent Hecate 
Straits, into the dangerous Queen 
Charlotte Sound, through the roaring 
Seymour Narrows and past Ripple 
Rock, scourge of present day ships. 
The waters were completely un- 
charted. Even to-day certain parts 
of the coastal waters can only be navi- 
gated with extreme caution. 

It took Poole twenty-two days to 
cover the eight hundred odd miles to 
Victoria. There he reported to his 
Company that he had opened up de- 
posits of copper, silver, gold and 
iron, but nothing worth spending more 
money on. He dispatched a boat to 
pick up his miners whom he had left 
behind. Then he took another boat to 
England, there to reminisce and die, 
just as his hopes for a Queen Char- 
lotte Island bonanza had died. 

Regardless of these set backs the 
Islands would still not resign them- 
selves to become a nonentity. The 
next chapter opened with the discovery 
of coal, first grade anthracite coal. 
Considerable money was spent on this 
venture, but only eight hundred tons 
of coal were mined and shipped to 
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Victoria before the Cowgitz Mine 
closed down. 

In the one hundred years following 
the time when Perez first sighted 
them, four major attempts were made 
to exploit the resources ofthe Islands 
and four failures resulted. Almost 
insurmountable odds faced all of these 
early attempts at industrialization. 
The Charlottes were, at that time, 
populated by some seven thousand 
Indians, the fiercest and most hostile 
tribe onthe Pacific Coast, the Haidas. 
They, naturally enough, resented 
these invasions into their homeland 
and resisted on practically all fronts. 
The white man brought many illnesses 
with him and as a result the great 
Indian population slowly died off. 
Sometimes entire villages were wiped 
into oblivion by unchecked disease. 
What the white man couldn’t conquer 
by gunpowder and shot he defeated 
with whiskey and germs. 

In the early 1900’s attempts were 
made to establish a number of fish 
canneries on the Islands. Some of 
these flourished and some didn’t. In 
fact one is supposed to have cost three 
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million dollars and only produced a 


few tons of fertilizer. To-day the 
deserted and crumbling remains of 
the canneries still stand, mute testi- 
mony to another failure. 

One would think from the foregoing 
and from reading some of the histor- 
ical works about these Islands that 
they have been continually haunted by 
the spectre of defeat. Such is not the 
case though, for the recent years the 
Charlottes have been clamoring for 


PAGE 27 


recognition. The reason for the 
present day activity was there in the 
days of the goldrush, the copper rush, 
the fur traders and the cannery build- 
ers. In those days though, the natural 
resource whichcovers the Islands was 
consideredanuisance. The industrial 
activity of the Charlottes to-day rests 
upon the world famous Sitka Spruce. 
These giants of the forest, along with 
the Western Hemlock, account for 


some eight hundred loggers being 
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employed on the Queen Charlottes. 
Four large pulp and paper mills de- 
pend, in part, upon the Islands for 
their supply of logs. 

The Islands can also boast of a crab 
cannery. In the town of Masset this 
crab cannery rests and the fresh- 
frozen Queen Charlotte Island crab is 
a delicacy worth lining up for in the 
shops of New York and other Eastern 
cities. Yes, these fabulous Islands , 
after having been thwarted so many 
times in their bid for recognition, are 
now accepted, even in other parts of 
the world. 


Eventhe great Irish heroSt. Patrick 
must have smiled benevolently upon 


the Queen Charlottes for there are no 
snakes or other reptiles there. Some 
of the residents there claim that St. 
Patrick originated in the Charlottes 
but couldn’t put up with the rain and 
wind. 

The oil industry has cast its specu- 
lative eye upon the Islands. Only a 
few years ago the Royalite Oil Co. 
started to drill for oil on Graham 
Island. What they found is still shroud - 
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we rank among the leaders in the rum 
industry with plantations and distil- 
leries in the West Indies and England. 
We also own and operate plants in 
Scotland. 

It is not generally recognized that 
no other Canadian company in any 
industry has attained a record of 
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ed in secrecy. Whether there is oil 
beneath the wooded land of the Char- 
lottes remains to be seen. 
The future of the Queen Charlottes 
looks quite bright. In addition to the 
possibility of an oil strike there are 
many openings for development, in- 
cluding industrially and also agricul- 


turally and tourist wise. With a few 
sticks of dynamite and a bit of ingen- 
uity the Islands’ hot springs might be 
developed into a first class spa. Po- 
tential hydro-electric, the base of 
present day economic development , 
is fairly good. Old time settlers who 
cleared land by hand say that the ag- 
ricultural possibilities are good. The 
few small pieces of peat land that have 
been drained and utilized have proven 
productive. The beautiful white sand 
beaches near Masset are comparable 
with some of the most renowned bath- 
ing spots. After struggling many 
years for acceptance, the warm cli- 
mated Queen Charlotte Islands may 
truly develop into the ‘‘Honolulu of the 
North’’. 


THE END 


foreign expansion and investment to 
equal this - a record recently de- 
scribed as ‘‘one of the truly great 
romances in the history of free enter - 
prise’’. The fact that this company 
is owned by Canadians, withclose to 
75 per cent of the shareholders living 
in this country, is a matter of great 
pride to those of us who share in its 
management. 

Space does not permit a description 
of Seagram’scontributiontothe World 
War ll effort when all whiskey pro- 
duction ceased, but I would mention 
one neglected fact concerning the 
post-war years. The transfer to Ca- 
nada of our profits from these huge 
foreign enterprises in that period, 
together with the proceeds of export 
sales to hard currency countries, 
played an important part in maintain- 
ing Canada’s dollar position. 

In contrast, many large manufac- 
turing companies in Canada today are 
foreign-owned. It is obvious that 
these plants, whether they produce 
automobiles, TV sets, or tomato ket- 
chup, must operate at a profit if they 
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are to be kept running. 

For exactly the same obvious rea- 
son, the Canadian operation of Distil- 
lers Corporation - Seagrams Ltd. 
must stand on its own feet. In this 
respect, it will be apparent, from the 
above record of our Canadian costs 
and Canadian selling prices, that we 
have barely filled our obligations to 
our shareholders. 

JAMES M. McAVITY, 
President, 
The House of Seagram 


Box 487, 
Prince Rupert, B.C. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


A few days ago I mailed a cheque 
for my subscription renewalas I enjoy 
your magazine very much. Generally 
its information is strictly accurate, 
but I would draw your attention to a 
photograph appearing on page 7 in the 
Sept-Oct issue and purporting to be a 
picture of Kispiox village. This, of 
course, iS quite incorrect. There 
are practically no poles at Kispiox 
now and the very excellent specimens 
shown in the snap are located at Kit- 
wancool. Incidentally, at this Indian 
village, may still be seen the finest 
stand of poles existing in the north, 
and it is amatter of great regret that , 
so far, nothing has been done te pre- 


servethem. Perhaps you will correct 
the error so that interested tourists 
may not be misguided. 
Sincerely, 
R.G. Large, 
Large Clinic. 
Dr. Large is quite correct. 
caption was wrong. 


Our 


Rae a0) 
Hamilton, Ont. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest 


Please find enclosed cheque for 
$2.50 for ayears subscription to your 
very interesting publication. 

My husband and I and our three 
children returned this year to your 
wonderful province. We visited my 
sister and her husband and family, 
who are living in Redstone. Bob is 
the Indian Agent there. 

We spent three weeks there and 
travelled around Williams Lake, all 
through to Alexis Creek and through 
that wonderful Chilcotin valley. We 
have some beautiful slides and movies 
of our trip. All our friends ‘‘back 
east’’ are really being sold on British 
Columbia, particularly the Interior. 

Is your offer of the copy of Rich 
Hobson’s book ‘‘Nothing Too Good For 
a Cowboy”’ still available? I should 
be pleased to receive it, having just 
finished his first book, ‘‘Grass Be- 
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yond the Mountain’’ which needless to 
say, I enjoyed thoroughly. 

My husband is so keen about that 
country, that he is flying out for some 
hunting there, this week. 

We are all looking forward to re- 
ceiving our copy of the Northwest 
Digest, having picked up two copies 
of the July-August edition while in 
British Columbia. 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Sanderson. 
Sorry, Mrs. Sanderson, but 
our special on Rich Hobson’s book ex- 
pired last spring. 
THE END 
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CHRISTMAS DINNER SCRIMMAGE 


Continued from Page 9 


Christmas dinner they hit the turkey 
so hard the shock registered on the 
seismograph of the University of Cal- 
ifornia. If you hadn’t lashed yourself 
to the table you would have been swept 
away with everything else in the gen- 
eral movement towards Uncle Fred’s 
plate. Fifteen relatives sat down to 
dinner, but only fourteen got up, with 
nothing to indicate where nephew 
Rupert vanished to except the handful 
of marbles on your brother -in-law’s 
bread plate. 

About 1500 hours on the afternoon 
of the 25th, the advance scouts of the 
family start filtering through your 
front door, cutting a paththrough your 
barbed wire and smoking you out from 
under the davenport. As each family 
lunges in, eyes wildly casting about 
for food, you take a tissue-wrapped 
tie with the right hand and give one 
with the left, except in the case of 
little Cousin Edgar, to whom, in re- 
cognition of his having succeeded in 
pulling down the Christmas tree three 
years in a row, you present a fine big 
pocketknife oozing with sharp blades , 
and a book on the art of hara-kiri. 

Aunt Emily arrives with another 
baby, which performs inthe same un- 
inhibited manner as the baby she 
brought the Christmas before, and one 
puff is sufficient to prove that Uncle 
Fred is giving away cigars from the 
box he bought five babies ago. 

Emily also brings the pudding and, 
judging by Uncle Fred’s breath, he 
had the responsibility ot adding the 
brandy, with the result that there is 
some doubt as to which Yule custom 
will take precedence - the carrying 
in of the pudding, lit, or the carrying 
out of Uncle Fred, likewise. 

Before they can set upon the turkey, 
the relatives consider it necessary to 
pay some attentionto you. Whoknows , 
you may be in a position to pass them 
something at the table. 

‘Well, oldman,’’grins Uncle Fred, 
slapping you onthe back without taking 


his eyes of the entrance to the dining 
room, ‘‘it’s good to see you home 
again! Weé’ve certainly missed you. 
How do you like the Army?”’ 

‘‘T was discharged a year ago,’”’ you 
murmur, ‘‘from the Air Force,’’ but 
Uncle Fred has already left you to taxi 
over nearer to the feeding strip. 
Cousin Edgar, you note, is gouging a 
toehold inthe rug, to guarantee a quick 
start for his sprint to the table. 

Aunt Emily simpers up for her two- 
bits worth. 

‘‘Oh, there youare, dear! How are 
you? When did you get out of the 
Navy?”’ 

‘*T didn’t,’’ you say. ‘‘I drowned. ’’ 

“‘That’s nice,’’ says Aunt Emily 
abstractedly, her nose twitching con- 
vulsively in response to the cooking 
smells from the kitchen. 

As the zero hour for dinner ap- 
proaches, there are further signs of 
hungry impatience amongst the pack. 
Gramps has put his teeth in several 
times and is rapping the floor with 
his cane by the time Mother enters 
to say: 

‘Will you all take your places, 
please ?”’ 

The scene dissolves into a blurred 
stampede, with several relatives 
over-shooting the table and others, 
small ones, being trampled in the 
scuffle for chairs. Seconds later they 
have finished off the celery and are 
starting on the centrepiece of poin- 
settias and holly berries. 

The turkey is more or less inhaled 
out of the kitchen. You catch sight of 
it for an instant over the top of some- 
body’s head, and the next time you 
see it it’s justa small heap ofrubble. 

Uncle Fred carves the turkey, a 
family tradition that annually puts you 
last in line. Plates of white meat, 
dark meat and drumsticks move along 
under your nose, but the plate that 
bogs down in front of you bears a 
wing, a disc of neck and - the bird’s 
muscular derriere. The last item 
looks as though it could do with a 
shave. 

You have heard ofthis sort of thing 


happening to others, but somehow 
always clung to the belief that you 
could live out your life without running 
into it yourself. But there it is, right 
in the middle of your plate, bristling 
at you. At first you contemplate 
smuggling the aft portion under your 
mashed potatoes, but everybody has 
watched the progress of the fowl’s 
fanny down the length of the table, and 
all are keenly aware that you are the 
new owner. 

Fortunately, atthe critical moment 
when the rest have finished their 
course and you are stalled with the 
Thing sitting grimly alone in the 
middle of your plate, little Edgar 
starts bawling, creating a diversion. 
The fact you kicked him under the table 
may have had something to do with 
this, but inthe resultant confusion you 
succeed in flicking the bewhiskered 
stern under the table, in the direction 
of Uncle Fred’s feet. 

The pandemonium swells with the 
arrival of the Christmas pudding. 
Each year, Aunt Emily, as the holder 
of several family mortgages, is per- 
mitted to perpetrate the pudding, em- 
ploying what she calls her ‘‘secret 
formula’’ that was ‘‘handed down to 
her’’-- presumably by the person who 
cast the balls for Drake’s cannon. 
After taking a bite of your slab, you 
smile toothlessly at Aunt Emily, com- 
menting: 

“‘T see you made the pudding with 
your own hands, Aunt Emily. ”’ 

‘‘Why, thank you, dear! shebeams. 
“‘T suppose you couldtellit was home- 
cooked by the texture?’’ 

‘“‘No,’”’ you say softly, ‘‘I just found 
your wedding ring in my portion. ”’ 

Around this point in the festivities 
the baby, alongside whom you have 
been sitting and at whose running nose 
you have scrupulously avoided look- 
ing, takes it upon itself to lob a spoon- 
ful of its Christmas mush into your 
lap. Everybody gets a bigbang out of 
this display of spirit on the chubby 
rascal’s part, the parents modestly 
accepting credit for his ability to 
throw mush accurately at his age. 
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You, to point up your somewhat differ - 
ent reaction, have seized a fork with 
some half-formulated plan of fishing 
out the little nipper’s liver with it. 

You are frozen, however, by the 
sudden appearance of your dog from 
under the table, his mouthclamped on 
a turkey’s posterior, which he drops 
on the carpet, barking to draw the 
family’s attention to the trophy. 
Whereupon you may cry: 

‘“‘Well, well! So THAT’S where that 
thing went!’’ 

Or else you can just get up without 
a word, go down into the basement , 
and shake hell out of the furnace. 


THE END 
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BARKERVILLE MEMORIES 


Continued from Page 7 
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of Hudson’s Bay blankets; of sleigh- 
bells, toboggan and snow shoes. 

Winters were lengthy but spring was 
suddenly ushered in with the chinook 
winds, and there peeping up through 
the snow was the modest little violet , 
and pussy willows were blooming too. 
This sudden change to melting snows 
and ice often caused freshets but the 
towns-folk were always prepared.for 
any flood emergency. Later I had 
recollections of hot days - and springy 
rhubarb, and in due season trout, 
grouse, huckleberries and Caribou 
from which the district got its name. . 

It was a cold day in February, / 
1880 when the age-old stork delivered 
me safely at Williams Creek. My 
parents Mr. and Mrs. C.P. O’Neill 
were enthusiastic Americans and cel- 
ebrated the date by naming me Martha 
Washington after the wife of their 
early President. 

My arrival came on the heels ofthe 
‘*Big Clean Up’’. The mining boom 
was over. Thousands had left; many 
with fabulous wealth; others destitute 
walked down the Cariboo Road for a 
new start ‘‘Outside’’. The few who 
remained were mostly the families 
who settled down in this practically 
new town toeke out a living by either 
trade or profession. 

Barkerville was then a small one- 
street town, beginning at one end with 
the small log church of St. Saviours 
(Anglican) built in 1869, and ending at 
Chinatown. From there the road 
wound up hill to Richfield where stood 
the Court House, Jail and a pictur- 
esque Roman Catholic Chapel. I 
understand this site was the original 
town even before Barkerville changed 
its location to Cameron Town. The 
principal public buildings of the town 
proper were, in my time, as follows: 
theatre, fire hall, school building, 
Post Office, telegraphs, two hotels, 
several liquor saloons, Hudson’s Bay 
Co., also Rogers stores and many 
small shops, all displaying gaily 
painted sign boards above the street . 
Private houses, shacks and cabins 
stood between business buildings - and 
so it was a case of ‘‘shoulder to 
shoulder’? in one big endeavor of 
survival. Each and every building 
was on piles, 9 feet above the street 
to ensure safety against spring floods , 
caused bythe overflow from the mine 
bulkheads. Therefore long before the 
big snowfalla gang of workmen made 
the rounds of town - jacking up each 
dwelling. Footbridges were con- 
structed tooacross the street and the 
hillside highway put in good condition 
for general transportation of passen- 
gers and freight. Onaccount of every 
pound of freight coming in the 265 odd 
miles from Ashcroft by ox team or 
packtrain, it was a costly business 
and resulted in high cost of living. 
However no one complained as busi- 
ness was flourishing, wages were good 
and new gold strikes being recorded. 


I remember the gold bricks piled up 
on Mr. Roger’s Express Counter for 
shipment to banks at the coast. 

Barkerville at the time had asplen- 
did outdoor skating rink. It was pro- 
tected by a snow-shed roof and walls 
of banked snow. It was illuminated 
from all sides bytorch lights. There 
I learned to skate at the age of five 
years. Father had made my skates 
from part of a pick handle with steel 
files for runners - the pointed ends 
curled up and set off by small bridle 
bells. He had heel screws and added 
straps at the tops of my small boots 
for ankle supports. It was at the 
‘Rink’? that I met my school chums 
out of school hours. There were the 
Browns, the Bowrons, the Houses, 
Hausers, Nasons,Kellys and a few 
wee Orientals from China-town -- a 
gay group! 

Our house, awhite cottage of three 
good sized rooms,was situated across 
the road from St. Saviour’s Church. 
One stepped into our front door from 
the street sidewalk to a large and 
comfortably furnished living room, 
nicely papered and painted. white. 
Heavy lace curtains hung to the floor 
at both front windows. The carpet 
was a french product with white ground 
and greenand bronze sprays of tropi- 
cal palm leaves and this reached to 
the walls. There was a parlour stove, 
a lounge and some comfortable stuffed 
chairs; a marble top centre table, a 
Swiss musical box, a length-sized 
mirror hung by the front door and 
some nicely framed pictures hung 
around the room. One especially I 
remember of some Ancient Chinese 
Emperor in gay robes sporting a skull 
cap and cuque, (long pipe) rings, and 
fingernails like talons, -- a mark of 
high degree. 

Our dining room acted as such, also 
as a bedroom, furnished accordingly 
and separated by heavy drapes of 
green damask. In the dining compart- 
ment, Father had amuch prized min- 
iature museum of small wild birds 
and animals of the Cariboo. These 
were all shown ina forest snow scene 
and preserved and arranged beauti- 
fully in a glassed-in wall cabinet. 
This was a great attraction to the 
children of the town, but I think of all 
their choice of favourites the Bush- 
tail rat stole the show. 

Our kitchen, a bright lean-to with 
two windows and floor of light yellow 
paint looked down the Cariboo road. 
It was a marvel how all building ma- 
terials and house furnishings came in 
that way by ox or mule team. 

One of the town’s characters was 
Madame Mon Dixon who ran a small 
liquor store and it was a great day to 
the children of the town when she 
would announce that her ‘‘British 
Sweeties’’ had arrived from England 
in those fine large bottles. She was, 
fat and a good looking French woman; 


must have weighed some 300 aver- 
dupois, - and there she sat on two 
chairs amid her glasses and bottles. 
She had nothing but smiles for the 
children and called them ‘‘cherie’’ , 
but let an adult enter the shop and the 
air became blue with curses, and the 
youngsters fled. Nodoubtthe Madame 
was a character in herself as the 
police turned a deaf ear to all her 
abusive attacks on the customers. 

I remember Sgt. Lindsay who then 
represented the police at the Court 
House - since Ireceived a good spank- 
ing from my mother for doubting his 
word. It happened one fine morning 
when she wanted me to go down the 
Cariboo Road for about half a mile 
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distance for some milk. I refused to 
obey - saying I was afraid of the wild 
cattle but mother quoted the Judge as 
saying the herd had passed up at 5 
a.m. for the slaughter house. Any- 
way Judge or no Judge, I didn’t believe 
him and consequently had to get the 
kindling stick. 

One hot August day, an Indian wom- 
an came to trade wild huckleberries 
for old clothes. She was the first 
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native woman I had ever seen, and I 
thought her face was in the shadow. 
It was too, to a certain degree as she 
wore someone’s old picture hat and 
green veil. Her full skirt was plaid 
and a shawl hung around her shoul- 
ders. She wore buckskin moccasins 
also. She was pleased at the Iktahs 
Mother gave her in pay for the berries 
and she told us her name was Mrs. 
Howly. I knew of only two other In- 
dians in the town then and that was a 
young couple that my parents overtook 
one Sunday in winter as they were 
snow-shoeing up the hillside to one of 
the gold mines. The Indian woman 
carried the pack while her good man 
sauntered along with bucket and axe. 
My parents passed the natives on the 
trail and when returning in the early 
evening were amazed at seeing them 
camped by a small stream. A brush 
fire burned while the young squaw 
bathed her new born papoose in the 
icy creek. This done, she rolled the 
infant in a shawl, placed the bundle 
on top of her pack which she lifted to 
her shoulders and continued on up the 
trail; the brave still with axe and pail. 
But then that was the Indian custom. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Bowron and 
family lived across the street from 
us and Lottie and I were playmates. 
We often played inthe sand among the 
old dumps and sluice-boxes at the rear 
of the town. One day I came home 
with my small fists full of gold nug- 
gets, thinking it was mica or fools- 
gold. Mother took it from me and 
sent me flying back for more, but it 
was not so easy as we had kept the 
good sized pieces for the game of 
‘‘Jacks’’ and threw the small stuff 
around in the sand. A few days later 
Mother had the mining bug, so Father 
set up a rocker in our backyard and 
there she and the Doctor’s wife(Mrs. 
Alfred Watt) mined every afternoon 
until they reached bedrock. Their 
‘‘clean-up’’ amounted to afewkitchen 
Saucers of small nuggets of which 
they were most proud. 

Shortly after this small venture on 
the part of the ladies, two young pros- 
pectors arrivedin town. They had no 
money and had walked the Cariboo 
Road. They asked my mother to grub- 
stake them toatripin the hills; prom- 
ising her a third interest in their 
mine. She agreed, and after a year 
they returned and presented her with 
a large nugget, -- the only color that 
ever came out of the property. She 
was pleased and wore the brooch as 
a souvenir but the young fellows left 
the country in disgust. 

The winter of 1885 I remember well. 
Snow was 20 to 30 feet in sheltered 
wastes. The temperature was way 
below zero. I was then nearing six 
years and my small brother younger . 
It was a blizzardous day. Mother 
collected our toys and locked us in 
the kitchen to play. She was ill but 
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afraid of sending us ‘‘for help’’ for 
fear we would get lost in the deep 
snow. Father was away at the time 
and if Iremember correctly was at 
the cemetary erecting a large mon- 
ument to the memory of Frank Cas- 
netto, one of Barkerville’s early and 
prominent pioneers. So Mother had 
her baby unattended. Her first help 
came after Sandy Locke, the milk 
man, had come. He told Mrs. Kelly, 
up the street, he was sure he had 
heard a baby cry at Mrs. O’Neills so 
she hurried to the case and acted as 
both doctor and nurse. 

The following year, in the spring, 
Mrs. Kelly made the long trip to 
Scotland to visit her kin and was 
practically all over the British Isles 
and returned after several months 
abroad. She had souvenirs for all her 
friends and mine was a heavy silk sash 
of Royal Stuart plaid. Mother noticed 
she was not wearing her treasured 
long nugget watch-chain since her re- 
turn and she told how she had suc- 
ceeded in separating two young ruff- 
ians in a London street brawl. She 
had only gone a short distance when 
she realized her watch and chain were 

one. She reported the incident to 
the ‘‘bobby’’ who said ‘‘Shure an it’s 
an ould trick of the young de-ils, 
Ma’am. And you would niver be 
lookin for such daylight robbery, 
coming from the Cariboo.’’ He also 
assured her it would be like ‘‘looking 
for a needle in a hay-stack to try and 
trace her nugget jewelery.’’ So she 
was obliged to come away without her 
valuable chain. 

The Andrew Kellys owned and op- 
erated the ‘‘Kelly Hotel’’. The family 
was outstanding for good citizenship 
and charitable undertakings. Atramp 
was never turned away from their 
door after walking the Cariboo Road, 
but given room and bath and often a 
fresh outfit of clothes until the fellow 
secured work. Mr. Kelly was a very 
busy man; besides his hotel work he 
baked good scotch bread for practi- 
cally the whole community - and it’s 
aroma was the best advertisement 
along the street. These good scotch 
folk celebrated New Years Day, Burns 
Night and Hallowe’en, and invited the 
whole town tothe hotel. This went on 
for years, until the aged couple re- 
tired in Victoria. 

““Hoodlum’’ was the name of my 
mother’s very beautiful and highly 
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He was diffi- 
cult to mount and took some manag- 
ing but Mother was an expert rider. 
She rode side-saddle and was striking 
in her dark green habit and top hat. 
She often rode out to the outside creeks 
to collect for the hospital or other 
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liberally towards any good cause. One 
evening she was late in coming home 
and decided to cross a hairpin loop 
and cut out five miles of road. So she 
dismounted and was leading the horse 
through the timber and over some 
logs when all ofa sudden a cinnamon 
bear loomed up ahead. She said how 
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she froze with fear but realized that 
as yet ‘‘Hoodlum”’ had not got scent 
of the bear. So she quietly turned 
him around and led him back to the 
Cariboo Road, mounted and flew for 
her life. She used to say ‘‘that’s one 
time I used the whip’’. 

Below the town - on a wind swept 
flat -lived aminer named Cootes and 
his little consumptive daughter. He 
was employed at one of the mines and 
was gone all day. Iremember Mother 
and I snowshoeing down to the little 
log cabin. Usually the fire had gone 
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out in the stove but Mother soon got 
it going and warmed up some good 
nourishing soup for the little girl. 
After the cabin was tidied up and little 
Mary cleaned up for the day, Mother 
had more nice refreshments in her 
basket for her. Once she made her 
a tartan dress but the delicate child 
did not live to wear it. 

The Masonic Hall was on the second 
story of the School Building. I got my 
first and last glimpse of that beautiful 
room when one Saturday morning I 
followed Mrs. ‘‘Hurdy’’ Billy up the 
stairs. She was so busy and so loaded 
with mops and brooms that she did 
not notice me. It was a lovely room. 
Heavy deep blue drapes hung at the 
two large windows facing the street 
with matching luxurious carpet of the 
same blue. A huge brass chandelier 
hung from the ceiling and the furniture 
was of the best. A large open Bible 
lay on the reading desk. To me then, 
it was the nearest thing to ‘‘Royalty”’ 
I had seen, but strange to say I was 
expecting to see the ‘‘mythical goat’’ 
I had heard about and the poor woman 
had some tall explaining to do to get 
rid of me. Mrs. Hurdy had been a 


COMPRESSORS, 


ee ; preted 
A recent that in its day hauled hundreds of nectenoene and 
thousands of dollars of bullion from the goldfields to Yale and to 
Ashcroft after C.P.R. construction destroyed the Cariboo Road. 


dance hall girl but when the theatre 
closed down, she married a miner. 

Her small cabin was cosily furn- 
ished and she took in washing and went 
out aS a charwoman. She, like the 
Madame, loved the children and took 
a delight in feeding them bread and 
jam after school. She was a good 
knitter and took orders for woolen 
cuffs, then fashionable with the la- 
dies. Her own cuffs were green with 
gold beads which she promised me 
when they were worn out, but I did 
not staythere long enough. Of course 
there were other ‘‘Hurdys’’ in the 
town too, allmarried and mostly with 
large families. My grandmother told 
me the girls were mostly German and 
had signed on at San Francisco for 
the Cariboo Gold Rush. There was a 
group of girls aboard the steamship 
‘‘Pacific’’ when the Veasey family 
came to B.C. in 1868. These Hurdy 
Girls were pretty and buxom and pro- 
fessionally trained dancers but spoke 
very little English. Their manager 
and instructor charged three dollars 
a couple and the ‘‘Hurdy’’ received a 
dollar of it and drinks on the house 
which usually was plain cold tea, so 


DOZERS — SHOVELS — SCRAPERS — 


ETC. LOWBED SERVICE 


BAYNES MANNING ut. 


VANCOUVER 


CALGARY 


EDMONTON 


BUILDERS OF THE P.G.E. BRIDGE - PEACE RIVER 
BAKER HOSPITAL - QUESNEL 


that the young ladies would keep their 
heads for the duration of the dance. 

Of course, Barkerville like most 
small towns, had it’s ‘‘snobs’’ and 
wives of the Government Officials 
looked down their noses at the miner’s 
wives, never realizing that their 
labours produced the gold which meant 
bread and butter for them and their 
families. Sometimes these snubs end- 
ed up in a “‘free for all’’. Once when 
there was to be a Firemans Ball and 
Mother was asked tofurnish a cooked 
ham for the supper; naturally she 
wanted to do it in the tastiest way so 
appealed to the Government Agent’s 
wife across the street for her recipe. 
To Mother’s surprise she turned on 
her saying, ‘‘How perfectly ridicu- 
lous, you can’t boila ham - and you 
a farmer’s daughter’’. So my mother 
went up the street to her old friend 
Mrs. Kelly who was always ready with 
her advice. 

These Balls were held periodically 
throughout the year and attended by 
the entire populace. Children accom - 
panied their parents and a nursery 
room fitted up with stands and cots 
for the babies. This resulted in the 
dance lasting till5a.m. Supper was 
the only interruption around about 
midnight. One woman wore a long 
pocket in her skirt and each time a 
plate of cookies etc. came around she 
took something for each one of her 
fifteen children, whom she named in 
turn. This caused a good deal of 
amusement but never any resentment 
on the committee’s part; in fact they 
expected it and were each time pre- 
pared to fill her order. There was, 
to begin the season, the big Christmas 
Party, then New Years, Valentines, 
George Washington’s Birthday (for the 
Americans of the town), and Queen 
Victoria’s Day. Later came the 
Fourth of July, then Hallowe’en. 

My Father died just prior to my 
7th birthday. He was shoeing one of 
Frank Barnards fiery stage horses 
when he was kicked clear across the 
the shop and fell against a pointed 
stick. He managed to get home and 
Mother dispatched a sleigh for Doctor 
Watt who was at Stanley at the time. 
Father suffered agony all day and 
Owing to the blizzard, the Doctor did 


not reach Barkerville until 10 o’clock 
at night. By that time Father was 
unconscious and sinking rapidly - and 
died at midnight. He lies in the old 
cemetary among some of the earliest 
pioneers of Williams Creek. Mother , 
then a very young widow with three 
smallchildren, carriedontill spring , 
settled up her business affairs .and 
we left for her old home - the Bona- 
parte Ranch midway between Clinton 
and Ashcroft. 

It was a lovely spring evening when 
we left Barkerville by stage but the 
night closed in as we entered thetim- 
ber line. The passengers seemed 
keyed-up and no wonder since there 
had been so many recent stage “‘hold- 
ups’’ and robberies. I learned later 
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on that our stage carried sixty thou- 
sand dollars in gold besides other 
valuables in the strong-box. Shortly 
after we entered the woods where it 
was very dark, we heard noises. The 
driver at once extinguished the oil 
lamps, asked for quietness and the 
stage crept along in the darkness. 
Finally a clearing loomed ahead of 
us, it was a welcome and beautiful 
sight which met our eyes. There was 
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Cataline’s Pack Train camped for the 
night. The mules were surrounded 
by a circle of Mexican saddle packs 
and aroaring brush fire burned in the 
enclosure to ward off maraudering 
wolves. When the Mexican Packer 
learned of our scare, he laughed 
heartily, then lit up his corn-cob pipe 
and the Stage lamps, waved acheerful 


DAWSON CREEK 


ACE COMSTOCK LAND 
AGENCY 


(THE PEACE RIVER LAND MAN) 
* City Property DAWSON CREEK 
* Lake Shore Tracts 
* Rich Peace River Block Farms 


DAWSON IMPLEMENTS 


MASSEY -HARRIS-FERGUSON IMPLEMENTS 


HUDSON AND HILLMAN CARS 
BEATTY APPLIANCES 
I,—E.L. CHAIN SAWS 


Bilvic 
Studios 


PHOTOGRAPHIC SUPPLIES 
AND CAMERAS 


TOURIST INFOP.MATION 
Developing, Printing, Enlarging 


Commercial! & Industrial Photography 


DAWSON CREEK. B.C. 


ED. B. HAMILTON 


DAWSON CREEK,, B.C. 


appliances and equipment. 


in general. 
WRITE: 


DAWSON CREEK, B.C. 


PAGE 38 


NORTH WES OW Lib. 


DISTRIBUTORS of TEXACO PRODUCTS 


Farmers - Contractors - Drillers 
For All Your Motor Fuels and Lubricants 
USE TEXACO 


Northern Gas Ltd. 


WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS 


‘*Adios’’ and we were off. 

Our next stop was the ‘‘Cottonwood 
House’’ and home of the John Boyds, 
a log dwelling built in 1864. The time 
must have been after midnight then. 
I heard the stage driver ask ‘‘what’s 
all the stir about?’’ and Mr. Boyd 
replied, ‘‘a new gold strike out at 
Horse-Fly Creek’’. To reach our 
bedroom at the rear of the hotel, we 
were obliged to step over rows of 
sleeping miners rolled up in their 
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blankets on the main sitting room 
floor. Mrs. Boyd and her beautiful 
little twin girls were in bed but awake 
and chatted with us for afew moments. 
We regretted not seeing more of those 
charming people but had to say good- 
bye as we had but a short time to rest 
till stage time again. 

We broke our journey at Quesnel 
for a few days; had a visit with the 
St. Laurents family. Mr. Joe St. Lau- 
ent was in charge of Police Affairs 
at ‘‘Quesnelle’’ then . It was there 
that I had my eyes opened to the 
prisoners rations when Josie and I 
were sent across to the jail with well 
ladened trays of roast chicken etc. , 
so no longer was I disillusioned by 
the old threat of ‘‘dry bread and 
water’’ for punishment to ‘‘meet the 
crime’’. 

Quesnelle was then a very small 
place, but a beautifully situated site 
at the junction of the Quesnel and 
Fraser rivers. Besides a Hudson’s 
Bay Trading Post were James Reid’s 
General store and some Chinese 
shops. A small hotel, two small 
churches, a livery stable, a small 
bank and school of eleven pupils of 
which Miss Dockerill was teacher. 
The Police station and a number of 
private shacks and cabins completed 
this picture. The place was alive with 
teamsters, ranchers, Indians and Chi- 
nese - in fact a real frontiers town. 
Mrs. Kong Lee, wife of the top Chi- 
nese merchant, stands out vividly in 
my memory as a great Lady in beau- 
tiful Oriental silks with pure gold 
bracelets and jade ear-rings and hair 
pins. She spoke English and mixed 
freely with the white ladies of the 
place but never appeared on the street 
unveiled. True Oriental custom of 
yore. 

After continuing on our trip, we 
stopped at the Australian Ranch for 
luneh. The weather was still ‘‘crispy’’ 
and we enjoyed the warmth of the huge 
log in the first fireplace I had seen. 
The McKindly’s were then in charge 
of this very beautiful ranch. There 
was ice on the SodaCreek Hill and all 
the stage passengers alighted and 
assisted in getting the coach up the 
mile-long hill. They also took turns 
at carrying we children on their 
shoulders. It was dark but for patches 
of snow along the road and wolves 
howled in the mountains. 

At 150 Mile House we stayed the 
night. The Gavin Hamiltons and their 
family of 15 children were in charge. 
There were 13 boys and 2 small girls 
sitting at the dinner table with us - a 
party in itself and a chinese cook in 
attendance. Several freight teams 
were there for the night so that the 
large bar-room was lined with half- 
breed cowboys dozing on tilted chairs 
along the walls of the room. Mrs. 
Hamilton, then a lovely looking wom- 
an, was a grand-daughter of the late 


Peter Skene Ogden early Hudson’s 
Bay Factor and Governor of Oregon. 
However, I was afraid of her because 
every little while she would grab me 
to her bosum and wail for her little 
girl who had been lost in the woods a 
year ago then, while the family picked 
wild berries. No doubt I reminded 
her of her lost child found perished in 
the forest. 

Our next stop was at 59 Mile House 
owned by Mr. Tom Hamilton, a brother 
of Mr. Gavin’s. Both brothers had 
marriedtwo Ogden sisters of Stewarts 
Lake. Childlike I was anxious to see 
little Mary Hamilton at 59 but we 
arrived there about 2 a.m. and were 
off right after avery early breakfast. 
It was late afternoon when our stage 
reached the Clinton Hotel. It was 
overflowing with travellers but Mrs. 
Marshall, Proprietess and life-long 
friend of Mothers gave us her room 
while she remained on the job all 
night to keep peace and order. Sev- 
eral fine Bull teams were lined up 
along side the veranda. I counted 20 
yoke in one wagon and those animals 
were so well fed and groomed that 
they shone like satin. 

At the rear of the Road House were 
camped the mule teams, and their 
drivers were preparing their supper 
over campfires. A colorful picture, 
Iremember. Few photographs were 
taken in those days to verify those 
interesting times and unless Mr. 
Maynard of Victoria happened along 
with his weighty camera and tripod, 
no one could get any photographics. 
Cameras were expensive and Kodaks 
not yet invented. 

The next morning, Grandfather 
Veasey arrived in a light buggy and 
team of spanking horses to drive us 
to the ranch. The day was beautiful 
and the drive of sixteen miles enjoy- 
able. Frost was just coming out of 
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the ground and the birch, maple and 
cottonwoods showing first signs of 
life. There were the evergreen pines 
on the Red Hills and the Bonaparte 
River winding like a silver ribbon in 
the sunlight. Grandmother welcomed 
us with open arms and sobbed, ‘‘poor 
little orphans’’, but we children knew 
no worries and bubbled over at the 
livestock and were soon riding the 
calves around the paddock. Our little 
sister was charmed by the turkey 
gobbler and tried to catch the bird, 
but he put up an awful fight and may 
have beaten the tot to death had not 
Grandad come to the rescue with the 
garden rake. Nevertheless, farm life 
was an ideal place for small children. 
Besides the pure country air, we 
thrived on the finest of foods, romped 
the hills, rode the tame old nags, 
fished in the river and sometimes 
helped with minor chores. Of course 
we often got very dirty and to con- 
serve on laundry and clothes, Grand- 
mother made us good strong ‘‘cover- 
alls’? of blue denim. How disgusted 
we were and I remember crying and 
Saying to her, ‘‘my mother dressed 
me in silks and satins and you make 
me wear Chinaman’s clothes’’. We 
had only seen Chinese miners wearing 
blue denim overalls. Later my broth- 
er’s overalls were found anchored by 
rocks in the irrigation ditch but mine 
disappeared entirely. 

After two years onthe farm, Mother 
was married to Mr. J.M. Alexander 
of the Hudson’s Bay at Quesnel and 
our next move was from the Cariboo 
to Cassiar in northern B.C. 
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Throughout the many intervening 


years I wanted toreturn to the scenes 
of my childhood but an opportunity 
never presented itself, and twice I 
got only as far as the Bonaparte. 


Now it is sad to learn from others 


making the trip that the once pros- 
perous gold mining town of Barker- 
ville is but a ghost town and dream 
of the past. 
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Mrs. W.M. Boss. 


Another link 
with the past has been severed. 


In her Page 10 article Mrs. W.M. 
Boss describes vividly life in Barker - 
ville in the early 1880’s, but we regret 
that she did not see the article in print . 
She died last August at her daughter’s 
home in Trail and British Columbia, 
the Interior in particular, lost another 
of its living links with the past. 

About a year after she left Barker- 
ville Mrs. Boss’s mother married 
again and the family moved to Fort 
Simpson. Mrs. Boss went to school 
at this northern outpost and after- 
wards studied telegraphy. When the 
Yukon telegraph line was built to 
Dawson City, and a branch line ex- 
tended to Fort Simpson, Mrs. Boss 
became an operator there. In fact 
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she was one of the first women op- 
erators employed by the Dominion 
Government Service. 

Mrs. Boss was 76 when she died 
and during her latter years she was 
painfully crippled by arthritis. Par- 
ticularly affected were her hands, but 
despite this handicap she kept up a 
wide correspondence with many peo- 
ple, young and old, throughout B. C. 
She also taught herself painting. and 
at Christmas sent dozens of hand 
painted cards to her many friends. 

She wrote many stories about her 
experiences and these stories are a 
valuable record of B.C. history. Far 
too fewof B.C.’s senior citizens have 
written about their experiences and 
this makes the contribution of those 
who have all themore valuable. Only 
in these writings does our colorful 
past survive. Mrs. Boss has now 
joined the ranks of Simon Fraser, 
Alexander Mackenzie, Peter Dun- 
levey, Judge Begbie, Cariboo Cam- 
eron, Twelve Foot Davis, and the host 
of other men and women whose quest 
for adventure led them to explore the 
vast area that became British Colum - 
bia. Their desire to escape from the 
hum -drum of everyday esistence laid 
the groundwork on which is rising 
Canada’s fastest growing Province. 

Proof that the spirit of adventure 
still lives in B.C. will be in a forth- 
coming Digest. An article will des- 
cribe North America’s longest cattle 
drive, the 175 mile annual trek of Pan 
Phillips from his ranch north of Ana- 
him Lake to Quesnel for the annual 
cattle sale. 

This year Canada’s famous free 
lance photographer, Richard Harring - 
ton, accompanied the drive and took 
over 600 pictures. Look for them in 
several publications, including the 
Toronto Star, Cavalier, and other 
men’s magazines. 
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Barkerville as it looked in 1868. 
Shortly after the picture was taken 
the community burned to the ground. 
It was rebuilt and has changed little 
to this day. 


Commenting on the drive Richard 
Harrington remarked, ‘‘Pan said it 
was quite normal and uneventful, but 
to me it was very exciting.’’ Knowing 
Pan Phillips reputation for classifying 
anything less than a typhoon as un- 
exciting and normal, we are inclined 
to agree with Richard. The route of 
the drive is roughly along the 53rd 
parallel, and by thetime Pan with his 
wife and three children reach home 
they will have spent nearly five weeks 
on the trail. 

More interesting reading next year 
will be a series of articles on the 
Cariboo. Written by Vancouver Sun 
reporter Paul St. Pierre, who makes 
the Cariboo asecond home, the series 
will give readers a most complete 
picture of the land of cattle empires, 
colorful dude ranches, clear summer 
Skies, and fish filled lakes. By con- 
trast the Cariboo can also be a land 
of isolation, of frigid cold, of bleak, 
wind swept plains, and of heartbreak. 

So until 1957 the Season’s Best, and 
by nature of a plug, for a Christmas 
Gift that will be appreciated, see the 
middle of the book. 
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GIANT BATTERY 


B.C. BUILT 
FOR B.C. CONDITIONS ' Owned & Managed by Morley Reid 


GIANT BATTERY PRINGE GEORGE, Bic: 
Art McCARDLE Ltd. 
(0 LT p Art McCARDLE KAMLOOPS, B.c. 
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Northland Battery Service 


TELETYPE 


CONNECTIONS § 
WITH ALL POINTS 


TRANSPORT LIMITED 


SCHEDULED 


—TRUCK SERVICE 
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DAWSON CREEK 
POUCE COUPE 
PRINCE GEORGE 
VANDERHOOF 
FORT ST. JAMES 
BURNS LAKE 
SMITHERS 
QUESNEL 
WILLIAMS LAKE 
CLINTON 
VANCOUVER 
AND ALL WAY POINTS 


Head Office: 1214 East Pender Street 
VANCOUVER, B. C. 
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SERVING THE AREA FROM 
VANCOUVER 


TO 


PRINCE GEORGE 


AND 


VANDERHOOF 
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AGENTS 
QUESNEL — Mr. W. (Bill) Sales — Phone Quesnel 48 
PRINCE GEORGE — Mr. M. (Murray) Carbert — Phone Prince George 693 
DAWSON CREEK — Mr. R. (Bob) McNirney — Windsor Hotel 
PRINCE GEORGE » SMITHERS — Mr. F. (Fin) Dingwall — Phone Prince George 693 


